Staten Jsland Aduvance

400 tell FAA at hearing:
No more noise

By SHARON HOEY
L ADY ANCE STAFF WRITER
B - Staten Island residents last night dernanded that
§ o planes departing Newark International Airport be
routed away from the Island.
At a public meeting spoascred by the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) fo discuss fwo re-
_cently completed stadies on aircrait aoise in the
metropolitan region, borough officials and about 400
residents charged that peither study sufficiently
addressed Staten Island's noise problem and de-
manded that FAA officials develop a solution to the
Isiand's noise problem inmediately.

As the planes thundered over PS 44, Mariners
Harbor, residents told FAA officials what it's Like to
live in 2 community where telephone conversations
are often impossible and children have made a game
out of reading the name on lew-flying planes as they
soar pverhead. .

Arlingion resident Jean Crisson testified that
planes frequently fly below the required altitude of
1,000 feet when passing over Arlington and Mariners
Harbor.

She also said that residents and borough officials
have recorded noise decibe} readings of more thac
106, while the FAA’s computer-generated noise read-
ings claim that aireraft noise on Staten Island does
not, exceed §5 decibels.

“Sometimes the planes are less than 20 seconds

lean Crisson disqusses low-flying planes.

from Newark
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Willigm: Marks of the Federal Aviation Administration, gt left, listens to comments during the

hearing at PS 44.

apart and it's not uncommon for 441 planes to fly
over the Island each day,” said Mrs. Crisson, who
also serves as president of F.A.T.E. (Fight Airplanes
Threatening the Environment). “These planes shake
the foundations of cur homes and cause objects to
fall off the walls and shelves.”

“The coestant unbearahle noise causes stress,
anxiety and fear, fear that one of these low-flying
gianis is going to crash into our community,” she
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said. “We have four, 15-story buildings in Arlington;
directly under the flight path of these planes. Does
one of these buildings have to be hit befere the FAA”
wakes up and decides that our fears are not un-
founded?”

The Rev. Nicholas Soares of St. Clement-St. Mi-
chael’s R.C. Church in Mariners Harbor said Sunday
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mass and other church aclivitics
frequently are interrupled by the
roat of the planes, while 3-year-
oid Vanessa Roman said the noise
“makes {L difficull to do my home-
work and gives my grandmother
headaches."

“The only good thing about the
noise Is [ can’t hear my dad if he
yells at me," she said.

Others who attended the hear-
Ing, which was held in afterncon
and evening sesslons, spoke of
damage lo thelr cars, homes and
outdoor furniture caused by ex-
haust fumes and jel fuel dumped
Irom Klancs flying overhead,

FAA ofticials said the planes
only dump fuel In emergency situ-
ations bul residents say I ccoury
on a regular hasls, noting that fuet
stalns are commonly lound on
laundry left hanglng outside to
dry and cars are often covered
with black soot in the morning.

Hoth Borough President Guy Vv,
Molinari and Rep. Susan Molinari
demanded that FAA offlclals send
employees to Stalen Island te do a
noise test. The FAA admitied Jast

night that it has never done an on-
site noise level reading on Slaten
Island, claiming it's the respon-
sibility of the Porl Authority
(P.A)

study — an environmenlal assess-
ment, How long that study would
take Is not known,

Another recently completed -
study, fhe New Yeork Afrcrafl -

.bad the noise problem really is?" * agemenl system mﬁlipmcnt on

"the FAA doesn't respond soon.

- looked ai In the recently com-

“This ridiculous, computer-gen-  Nolse Miligation Review, recom-
erated, 65-decibel noise level .- mends that planes remain over
reading chart will be shown {o be "~ the Arthur KIit when Eying over .
outdated, inaccurale and dead Staten Isiand. Pilots have been
wrong,” Molinari said, ., instructed to do this for years but
“We've been trying lo solve this - often fail to do se, claiming that
neise probiem for the, past three ** strong winds plish them over resi-
ears,” added Ms, Molinari. dential communities, '
‘What will it take ta get you out """ " The FAA Is recommending Lhat
here to do a noise test to see how - airlines Install new flight man-!

Ms. Molinari said she ‘will de- .- board each planc to help aireraft
mand a congressional study “of . stay on course when fiying over
Stalen Istand's noise problem if % populated arcas. ' :

Many residents last night said
-{hey were “sick and tired” of stud-
ies and wanted the FAA to take
pleted drail of the New Jersey . immediale actlon Lo soive the Is-
Envirenmental impact Statement - land's noise problem,
is fanning out the number of . Arlington resident Tom Pastore
planes departing Newark ‘Air-, complalned that the FAA has
port's Runway 22, - ' .t - . been promising to do somelhing

That way, only one out of every : about Staten Island's nolse prob-

three planes would fly over Staten .11 Since 1090 but hasn'L don

anything yet. - -
Island, the siudy sald. But such a ¥1f you don't do something soon

tove would require yet “f“’u‘“’r.' " we are golng to block the zirport

One of the alternatives being

Rep. Susan Molinari and Borough President Guy V. Molinari ask "
_ on FAA officiel questions ot the hearing, ;

;, In prolest,” he sald. "“We would

rather meet with you around a;
: table of resolve Instead ol at a
‘) protest at Newark Alrport.”

"For years jets [lying helow
1,000 feet have roared over the
cemmunities of Arkington ‘and
Mariners Harbor, added City
Councllman ~ Jerome X

4 O'Denovas. “T can tell you that
i1; residents have actually had to sell
their homes to escape the deafen-
ing noise.”
i, Listen lo these people,” added
i " Cily Councllman John Fusco.
-+ "Staten 1sland residents are toler-'
1 1 ant for the most part, 5o when
"they do complain, it's because
" they have a very good reason to"
A spokesman [or Clliy Council-
man Fred Cerullo sald “the peace
2 and tranquility of these residen-
4 tial communitles has been shat-
tered by a sleady and constant
assault of noise treated by low-
e flying aircraft”. .o

A spokesman for Assembly-
woman Elizabeth Connelly said
. hetween 40,000 lo 70,000 Staten

Island residents are aflected by

the noise from Newark, Judging

by Uhe number of complainty the .
}Gamembiywoman"a offlce receive:
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"Residents of Arilngion, Marin-
ers Harbor, Granlteville, Elm
Park, Travig are constantly bar-
raged,” Mrs. Connelly said in a :
prepared siatement.: “Residents "
-of Melers” Corners, Willowbrook™
and Westerleigh also routlnely but -
less Irequently record their com- "
plaints. Dutl desplte these com-
plaints we remain an asterisk on
your studies motivated by con-
{licting political and reglonal con-
cerns.”
LCommuanity School Doard
member_Jorry Camemarala said
teachers 1n schools affected by

aireralt noise are forced To feach
by the “jet pause method.”
o This is causing children fo jose
“an hour a day of qualily educaiion
| becayse of the planes going over
our schools,” he said, R
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