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Free soundproofing nixed
for 3 Island schools in
noisy airport flight path

Aircraft roar is dismissed by Board of Ed as no problem

By SHARON HOLY
ADVANCE STAFF WRITER

Moore Catholic High School in
Graniteville will he soundproofed
nex{ summer to prevent aircraft
noise from disrupting classes un-
der a $1.5 million project that will
be paid for in full by the Port
Authority (P.A) and the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA),

But the city Board of Education
has turned down the same free
offer made by the P.A. and the
FAA to soundproof three public
elementary schools on Staten Is-
land located direcily underneath
the fight pattern for planes de-
parting Newark International
Airport.

The offer to soundproof PS 44,
Mariners Harbor; PS 26, Travis,
and PS 60, Graniteville, was de-
clined because officials al those
schools didn't believe that aircraft
noise was a problem, said Board
of Eduecalion spokesman Frank
Sobrino,

But several parenfs and stu-
dents who attend the schools testi-
fied during a public hearing spon-
sored by the AA lasi November
that airplane neise is interfering
with schoolwork. Staten Island

Community School Board mem-

her Jerry Cammarata also {esi-
fied dufing that hearing on how

alreratt noise inlerferes wilh the

learning process.
esterday Cammarata said he
was angry %ﬁe school hoard was

never tfold aboul the offer to

soundproof the schdols,
—For thé Board of Education to

_Hatly refuse this withoul going to

the school board Trst s a_major
slap in Ihe lace to ENis school
~board, whicli relies on community

cinput,” he said,

He said if homeowners in the
_area have a problem willl aircralt

noise, “it's sale to assurne that all
other institutions in the area, in-

cluding the schools, have fhe same

. problent”
"We need to perform noise siud-

ies at these schools Lo determine if.

there is a need for soundproofing,”
he said.

Another reason why the Board
of Ed refused the offer to sound-
proof was because the windows
must be kepl shut if the sound-
proofing is to be effective. Al-
though a mechanteal ventilation
system would be installed to
pump air throughout the school,
the schools don't have air condi-
tioners, and windows must rou-
tinely be kept open. As a result,
classroems could gel warm dur-
ing hot weather,

“Still, this issue shouldn't be
closed and we need o look at it
further,” Cammarata said,

The joint soundproofing pro-
gram, which has heen in existence
since 1983, has soundproofed 21
public and private schools in New
York and New Jersey located
near the P.A’s three airports,
wilh anather 16 currently under-
going soundproofing,

“Several of our public schools in
Queens near Kennedy and
LaGuardia airports have been
soundproofed under Lhis program.
We have no objection to it, there is
no cost to us involved,” said Frank
Sobrino, spokesian for the Board
of Education,

The P.A. administers the pro-
gram, working with local school
boards and elected officials, and
provides the local share of the
funding. The FAA reimburses the
P.A. for up to 80 percent of the
eligible costs through its airport
improvement program.

The work includes installing
mechanical ventilation systems in
the schools and replacing class-
room windows — and doors where
necessary -- with acoustically de-
signed units. In addilion {o re-
duced noise, the schools often gain
other henefits, such as lower heat-

. ing bills and improved appear-

ance.
“The soundpreofing program
has been highly successfal in less-
ening the arnount of airerafl noise
in schools located near our three
airports,” said P.A. chairman
Richard C, Leone. “In facl, our
studies al the 21 schools where

work has been completed have
concluded that the work can cut
classroom neise levels in halt.”

To date, federal investment in
the program has totaled $36 mil-
lion while the P.A. investment has
totaled $12 million.

Moore Catholic will be the first
school on Staten Island to partici-
pate in the P.A. soundproofing
program. The high schoot is lo-
cated underneath the flight paih
for planes departing Newark In-
ternational Airport.

The work scheduied to begin at
Moore Catholic next summer is
part of a $7.6 million soundproof-
ing contract approved by the P.A.
board of commissioners this
week. In addition {o Moore, two
schools, one in Far Rockaway,
Queens, and another in Kearny,
N.J., will be soundpreofed, The
contract also includes funding for
a second phase of soundproofing
work al three schools in Queens,
the Bronx and Kearny.

Of the $7.6 million authorized
this week by the P.A. commission-
ers, 86 million represents the fed-
eral share and $1.6 million repre-
sents the P A, share,

The work al Moore Catholic is
estimated to total $1.5 million dol-
lars, said Jim Muldoon, direcior
of technical services for the P.A.

The Rev. Thomas Kelly, princi-
pal of Moore Catholic, said he was
“very pleased” that Moore Catho-
lic will be soundproofed under the
program.

“It will help improve the qual-
Hy of instruction,” he said. “If
undue noise comes inside the
classroom, it makes teaching
more difficulf.”

He said that {flight patterns
change according to the weather
so thal aircraft noise al the school
is not a constant problem.

“Bul when the noise does oceur,
it is a factor in running the
schoel,” he said.

The Board of Education can't
hearihe airplane noise if it won't
listen: Editorial, Page A 36,



