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There has been no more vola-
iile, controversial issue in the his-
tory of Staten Island than the one
on which we’'ll be voting in No-
vember — secession. And no as-
pect of that issue hits closer to
home for the average Island fam-
ily than education.

Proponents of secessivn may
bicker endlessly aboul tax rates
and abatements, bord revenues,
commercial development and
residency criteria, often to yawns
in the audience Bul when the
subject of what wiil happen to our
kids and their schools if secession
peeurs 15 raised, ope is guaranteed
of an impassioned response. And
lately the direction those educa-
tional considerations have been
pushing the people of our comnmu-
nity has become crystal clear.

[ can think of no better argu-
ment for the secession of Staten
Istand fromn the other four bor-
cughs than whal we've seen hap-
pen to public education in New
York City over the past year.

In one debacle after another,
from the “Children of the Rain-
bow” curricdlum to condomn dis-
iribution {o the disgraceful asbes-
tus disgster, we've seen an
astonishing display of arrugance,
ignorance and incempetence by
Cily Hall and by the educational
exlablivhment of owr city, paral-
by iheir disregard for the
wishes of pavents or the standurds

who tun the sehool
coin New Yurk just

don’t gel it! They don't seem to
understand that ihe system exists
not for them to build personal
empires upon, to use as their pri-
vate soapbox, [nor to}] further
someone’s political agenda. Gur
educational system exists solely
for the children of our city and for
the parents of those children on
whose shoulders the ultimate
responsibility for their upbringing
resis. the same parents who pay
the taxes that pay the salaries of
the people who iry lo exciude
them from the educationul pro-
cess.

When { heard the cutrage in the
voices of the parents who testified
against the “Children of the Rain-
bow” curriculum, 1 knew that =
raw nerve had been touched in the
people of Staten Island. They
were not about to be dictated o
by ideologues from other bor-
oughs, as well as an enirenched
array of educational bureaucrals
with an agenda of social subver-
sion, who were telling them, In
essence, they know more about
what i3 appropriate and good tor
the school children than parents
do. That’s when | began to realize
that secession would provide the
only answer for the families of
Staten [sland concerned about
their kids' education.

Since then. that fact has be-
come more and more obvious as
we've watched the cilys educa-
tional structure deteriorate
riningly. culininading o the as-
bestos debacke wieh threw the

entire school system into chaus at
the commencement of scheol this
year. Could any event have spo-
ken muore eloguently or better ex-
emplified cur borough's need for
seif-determination? Does anyone
believe It would have beea possi-
ble for matters to gel so vut of
hand f 1t had all taken place
under the watchful eyes of the
local community?

Here we had the spectacle of an
arrogant city administration.
which feels it has no obligation o
answer to anyone, joining forces
with an incornpetent eduecational
hierarchy to produce total paraly-
sis in the natlon's largest school
system, hurting the youngsters,
the parents, the teachers, the cily
as a whole, and not seeming to
give & damn aboul i1 antil relent-
less pressure by the media, par-
ents aad officials Hnally forced
them 1o take action.

We all sat and watched in hor-
ror as our school system collapsed
before our very eyes with highly
paid administrators admitling
they have completely fouled up
the kind of asbesios inspection
programn that’s been carried out
successtully in thousands of other
locations, buth tovally and across
the country. They compoundad
that insult by issuing confust

: v, arropant and
statements. exclug

uarantee us quality education

nience Lo the children and parents
of the city they're suppuse (0
serve. When that behavior is conr
bined with the “Children of the
Rambow” grotesgueric, the inter-
nal squabbling that accompanies
all educational decisivns in wur
city, the lack of appropristion of a
falr quota of eduvational funds to
Staten Island, the continually de-
cliping citywide lest scores an
the low esteem in which New
Yark’s school system i3 held by
Lhe rest of the nation, something
rnust be done!

It's obvions that the educ:
bureaucracy has sensed for some
time that the level of outrage in
the community al the failings of
their bloaled, unresponsive dino-
saur of a systemn has grown so
greal that there would have to be
changes made.

That is why proposaly suddenly
started cropping up in Manhaizun
and Abhany over the pust few
months 1o decentralize the system
and give the people of the hor-
oughs more of a4 voice in the
cducztion of their kids. And may |
add, thank heavens for those ap
potnted members o the central
Board of Education we fondly re-
fer 1o as "the gung of ’

While voters put secession under a microscope, organisms
collected on o field trip are strutinized by these students from PS

52, Dongon Hills.

few years ago — again, a signifi-
cant step in the right direction ~ [
must admit it's simply (oo late for
it now. The whole educational sys-
tem must be tora apart and re-
vamped. Some of its failures are
so deeply ingrained eitvwide that
only a totaliv fresh start would
have a chance of working, znd the
way Staten Islanders van achieve
that fresh stari, not only fur cur
miserably failed imposing centrat
educational structure vt for the
whole husiness of how we govern
gurseives 1 ogeneral, s through
SECPEBIL

in court, when a prosecuiur
sechs w0 achieve u conviction. Lo
presents clear and competiing ev-
dence 16 a jury concerming the
gutht of the party he's prosecuting.

In this case the jury is composed
of the voters and iaxpayers of
Staten Island, while in the dock
are members of the educational
establishment of the City of New
York who stand accused of having
neglected therr duties and let the
children and parents of Lhis city
down. The evidence uguinst thern
hus reached the level of
incontrovertibility, and the wisest
choice for the people of Staten
{siand is to start anew and voee
enthusiastically in favor of seces-
Si0.
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