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Islander briefed
on health plan

Hails funding for school nurses, programs

By TERENCE J. KIVLAN
ADVANCE WASHINGTON BUREAL

WASHINGTON — Community
School Board member Jerry
Cammarata of Rosebank yester-
day hailed provisions in President
Clinton's health care plan that
would provide funding for school
nurses and health education pro-
grams.

“We have just one nurse for all
of District 31, said Cammarata,
emerging from a White House
briefing here on Clinton's plan
given for Italian-American lead-
ers around the country. “That's
one nurse for 36,000 students on
Staten Island.”

The briefers at the closed ses-
sion included White House Budget
Director Leon Panetta and Clin-
ton sepior health care policy advi-
sor Walter Zelman.

Cammarata said the education
programs were needed to bring
about basic changes in “cultural
views” toward major health is-
sues facing the country, such as
cigarette smoking.

ut the Islander, a health ad-
ministration consultant for 120

hospitals in the New York area,
said he had reservations about
one of the key components of the
president’s plan — that calling for
universal health care coverage.

Cammarata said he would back
the initiative only if it could be
achieved without redecing the in-
come of hospitals. “It is important
to protect them because they op-
erate the programs in the commu-
nil_g,“ he said.

he state hospital association
has warned that the Clinton plan
would slash revenues for New
York hospitals.

Cammarata also expressed
concern about whether the White
House bill would do anything to
cut the massive overhead cost of
the existing health care systemn.
He said bureaucratic “paper push-
ing" accounted for about 21 per-
cent of all medical care outlays.

The White House bill is cur-
rently pending in Congress, where
it is expecied to under go a com-
plete revamping due to doubts
about its cost and effects on the
Economy.



