New York, Friday, July 7,.1978
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is slightly scarylf you're___nof._ it's admirable

~~"Gebrge Plimpton sald he doesn't think of himself™
‘as & Tamous person. “I Would call myself a writer- 3
feditor,” he said. "I used myself as a lilerary device,
{ but not {0 become famous. I don’t let fame get in
& the way of my work. '
. Plimpton still edits the famous Paris Review,:
; which he founded 25 years ago, as well as a series.
- of "books entitled “Writers at Work."” :
* | Plimpton’s literary dévice is to be fhe amateur
, Who tries to function In fthe world of the profess-
ional. He has: performed on & circus trapeze, played
i Iootball with the Detroit Lions, played a - bit part:.
halli a John Wayne ‘movie, pliched for a major league
steam, lost to tennis great Panchs Gonzales, hunted
! ftr. the world's largest elephant, played with & sym-
> phbny orchiestra, boxed with former lightheavyweight
: champ Archie Moore, -
§. ‘&'In_lddlﬂ-ﬂﬂ to writing about his role In all thess
-Allempts, Plimpton s frequently seen on TV talk
bws promoting books he's wrilten on the subjects.
tf_ﬁil.l, he claims he's primarily a writer.
- "1 don't think of myself as & television person-
b mility,” said Plimpton, “Of course, I realis® that tele-
.. Vision reaches ‘20 miltlon people, while a bestselling
='ibook  reaches far fewer, If you've written a book,
¢ dir publisher may beg you to go on talk shows
“td promote it

b 'Huwe_ver..Puhptnn nﬁ bhe often does talk sﬁo_wa
Just to keep tip with friends. “T don't really enjoy
doing talk shows,” he sald, “but I like Merv Griffin
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‘and wheh h6 asks me to ‘come tefl ‘him what I'm

. ternity leave from his
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doing, I go. Recently, I did his show to discuss my
book 'The Shadow Box,' but we. hardly got to dis-
cuss it : .

My own favorite self-promoter, Jerry Cammarata,
was, Incredibly, not to he reached. The general pub-
lic may not be aware of Cammarata, but the media
is, A Staten Island speech therapist, he first came
to publie attentlon when he took advantage of pa-
. teaching: job to stay home.
with his two daughters. ' ;

.- Although his paternity leave was described as

an ldea which never caught fire with many males,
Cammarata remained undaunbed, He gave inlerviews
denying that he had assumed the role of house-
husband. He also found time to research and record
an album entitled “Plant Serenade,” which was sald
to promote plant growth through sound vibration.
Cammarata says he also performed In the movie
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“The Godfather”, and made several theatrleal ap-,
pearances.. - - Al s

Just last month I heard from Cammarats again:
It was shortly before Father's Day &iid he had

.written a book entitled “The Fun Book of Father-:

hood” which tells how to.raise. children creatively”

"as told by “Super Pop. .

Come to think of it, Cammarata is probahly olit
of town plugging his book which is why I can't
herself. What else? s o B
Apparently, late June isn't the best month to seek
out the promoters. Bianca Jagger was in London,.
Diane von Furstenberg has just left for Europe,
Truman , Capote’s whereabouls were unknown; Mar-
gaux Hemingway wasin South America and Margaret
Trudeau was holed up in London wriling a book about
herself. What else? - v

Unbellevably, actress Sylvia Miles didn't return
my telephone call to her. I'm worried about Sylvia, |




