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Jerry Cammaraia has made a
career out of Fatherhood

It all slarted eight years ago
when Cammarata revolutionioed
nationsl labor laws by demand
ing — and gelling — palernity
leave [rom his job as o leacher
in the New York City scheol

iydlem

What lellowed were countless
talk shows, 5 popular Book on
being u daddy, [be koss of his job

You noed io gef
down fo their level;
you need io be a

kid yoursell," says

the man who broke
precedent by taking

a 4-year palernity
leave from his job.
Jerry Cammarata,
subsequently authored
a book on fatherhood.

due Lo layolls and, now, a possi-
ble television special based on
his lifie

All becasse Cammarals wani-
ed to spend a little more time
with his danghters.

CAMMARATA. A FORMER
Lescher and speeth pad
ubd. b realized thal some g
'ﬂ ome day as be left for
wwk his daughter siked
himn ta bring home o ral,
Arm?

re, ahe replied. Didn't he
rat races lmrd.rhfn
ber?

it | hi?uulmlz_drnunﬂ.
a lot ﬂ. money,” " mu’ﬁ

TV shew,

1 really thought the mext cou-
ple of days — i really was o ra
race. | was making material
gain, but 1 was not deing
anything for my [amily.”

5o Cammarata asked for four
Ffl“.‘?i’ﬂtll‘f““uﬂ“!b;ﬂ play
n gre role in u
ﬂf‘h!! children. The efu m'r":
belore the Federal Egual
Emp]n:mml: Dppartanities
Commisdion and Cammarata
wafy, salabliahing & national pre-
cedent of which he said fow
employers or workers are
FWRre

HE THINKS MORE men
wolld take advantage of the ral.
all that

:fer maternily leave 1o make a
patermily leave of egual lme
avallable, If they knew aboul it
{However, like mesl malersity
leaves, time off lor fathers
wiually is without pay, a hitch
for lamilies that can't afford to
live on savings of the motber's
BArRingL )

""There |s 8 revived interest in
hlherl.nl in general,’” s-ll.d Cam.

o support parenls on Lhelr
leawea.

“THE MORE A l}'l]lTﬂ.NY
can do o stabllize the family of

‘Superdad’ Has Fun With Kids

an ernphree the more pw
tive."that employee in '
be.”” he elaimed. ** he
breakdown of the family has
been the result of the industrial
revolotion.

The concept of paternily leave
may be Cammarata™s first
radical departare from tradi-
tional thinking om fatherhood,
but it |5 hardly his last. He alo
believes in throwing out
paychological theory and jafgon
ki Tavor of lessons learned [roen
the amamal world, escouraging
falhers amd sons io play with
dolls and. st least in his own
home. allowing vousg childres
to make lomg distance phoss
calls io complete strangers

Some of these ideas are put
forth in ""The Fun Book of
Fatherhood."" Cammarata’s
book that has Been picked up as
an option by Ed Friendly
Productions. for a 192 Movie of
ihe Week

"Dt of the things | tried 1o
project &5 nol Lo (ell parents how
io be parents.”” ke ssid
*Parents have been ‘helped” to
death. Professionals have taken
the leadership away fram
parents. -

“THE BOOK JUST kind of
ahbws Lhat you need Lo have fun
with your kids.” sdded Cam-
marals. “You meed Lo get down
io thear level: you to be a
ki yourself ™

But this doesnl mean parentis
should relinquish their roles as
the pesple in charge, he daid.

“HKids wani To ook 1o parenls
and see them make decisions,
right or wrong. They donL want
to hear, “Well, what do you want
to do™

As children grow older, Lhey
scquire the akills necessary o
make decisions, said Cam-
marata Buf, at firsd, they take
comion in ksowiag somebady is
in charge

By msing the animals 2 ex-
amples we can leach many of
the skills they need,” cleimed

slap the baky h&m it away.”

This illustroies thai bamas
parents, loo, most sometimes
fake similar actions to prolect
the children they love, be said
and it can be explained to kids
thatl way. i

Many of Cammarsis's o
e#FEs involve communicalion
between parent and child. He
Believes thal communication
can be enhanced by playing with
dolls — mnd that goes for lntle
Beoys, oo

1 believe dacds and mems
shoubd play with dolls and hitle
boys should play with dolls.” he
said. "You can tell what kids
are [eeling by the way they pli:
with dolls.”

Cammarata also allows his
daughters o play with the

hane, although there are
ikt ation

HE HAS COLLECTED more
than 3.000 telephone books froms
seross the United Siates. Eacs
eveaing. he allows his daaghters
to pick a book, select 5 name L
random amd make ome three-
minwe call

ANerwarida, the children boak
up ihe city they lalked to on the
map snd bearn 3 bt sboud 4

““People on the easi coast
wadld just slam the phode déwn
Immedinbely, bul in the seath
and om the west coasl people
were more amenable fo com
versalion.”" Cammarata re
pearted

Cammarsts was sshed how
youngsters cam be protecied
from sell-destroctive habits like
driag e, drioking and cigareite
smoking when ihese things ase
common o their peer group,

“Generally, if negative thangs
in the enwironment are dis

ahd in pefEpeciive
the kids will mot swecumb is
them,”™ be said

“If a kid Rakes pot it's for re
ducing the tensions of life and if
that's the case the parents are
not doing semething right, |
don't think the peer group
should be mere Infloeseing than
the home.

“1 really doa't think Lhere
abould be the contept of the
generation gap. '
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