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When Jerry Cammarata needs advice
on ralsing children, he asks the animals.

“Watch how the animals view law and
order, [amily relationships, helpfulness,
fun, and communication — it's all there
wilhoul human prelensions,” says Cam-
rmarata, the first man in the country to
win a paternily leave from his job.

The result? The Camemarata brood
watches television lying down and hold-
Ing cato each other like the monkeys da
Everyone sits atl the table tall and
stralght like giraffes. If the baby cries,
SOMECnE runs, \

“No ape would be 50 cruel as to desert
Its baby at night,” says the 32.year-old
Staten Islander who left his post as a
speech pathologist with the New York
City Board of Edecation six years ago to
spend more time al home with his
daughlers, Elizabelh, mow 10, and Mich-
elle, &

The child-reariog jungle

The animal game was a method Cam-
marata devised to explain life to his
daughters and to help kim cope in the

child-rearing jungle when his l'ummr
leave began in 1974,

But the youthful Cammaraia I':nmd he
was having so muoch fun being a poppa
that be returned oaly part-time Lo his job
as a teacher. Along the way, he jotled
down his ideas in "The Fen Book of Fa-
therhood.” In 303 pages, be humorcusiy
demoastrates thromgh animal examples
that there’s more than one approach to
raizsing chlldren

“The problem today is thal parents
are being helped to death by psycholo-
gists, social workers, and teachers in-
slead of raising their children them-
selves,” Cammarata says.

He's urging otber fathers to [ollow his
lead and spend more bours with Lheir
offspring.

“There's no formula lo raising chil-
dren,” insisis the “Seperpop,” as he's
called by friends and relatives, “If we
relax, and fathers spend more fime with
their kids, we wouldn'l have so many
meurotic bowewives haoled to courl for
child abuse, fewer candidates for the hig
house, kall-way house, or the cashew nul
ward.' ;

Cammarala wanils more paternily
leaves for fathers, a return to the ex-
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tended family of relatives, and parenting
plans and counseling for employees s0
they can spend more time at home.

More productive workers

“Big business must give more than a
family pienie,” be says. “hey have to
assist parents, because a good parent is
a more productive, happy worker.”

Animated and talkative, Cammarata
is taking his ideas across the country in
lectures and on television talk shows.
He's vying for the job of delegate to the
White House Conference on Families,
loo.

The victory in his fight to stay at home
came al the beight of the femninist strug-
gle for women to shed the shackles of
stove and baly.

Cammarata won afler his case
sparked the federal Equal Employment
Oppartunity Commizsion to rule that any
business or firm that offers women em-
plovees maternily leaves also must give
men palernity leaves. Mose companies
hawe such leaves, bul few men kmow
they are entitled them, And the compa-
nies keep quiet about it Cammarata
asserts.

S0 far, few men have taken his advice,
but he thinks more will follow his re-
verse-liberation example.

Seriows about his work, Cammarala i
zany enough to make the Guinness Book
of World Records twice. The firsl time
was for singing 75 hours while bathing
without water in a bathiub in the New
York City streels. The second was when
be composed a 52-minute production of

. Iotal silence on a record album aimed at

teaching children how to listen carefully.

Listening iz Important

It's Lhis combination of order and Im-
agination that Cammarata belleves par-
ents meed: “Semsitlivily s importaht,

g fam

hﬂng responsive, having. some order,
and, above all, being 2 good listener.”

Cammarata practices what he preach-
e at home. He and wife, Margy, doa't
give orders, "We try through the exam-
ple of the animals to consider being re-
spensible, fair, and basically good peo-
ple.”

Cammarata says that il there's a
problem, he wants to know about it first.
But he's first in line for fun, too — [ike
finding out what kind of bushes will lure
butterflies to the back yard for Eliza-
beth.

“Kids have to get up in the morning
and think about bow they can have fun
that day — lo take any situation and
make it original.”

But he wasn't always so dedicaled lo
hearth and small Iry. He was too busy
making money a5 'a fulltime speach
pathologist, working part-time in a hos-
pital and conducting a practice on week-
ends.

The turning point came ope day when
his daughter asked him to bring back a
rat from the ral race: "I knew I had (o
spend more time at home.™

The extended family

After he won the paternily leave, he
sold ihe family home and moved inlo a
two-family bouse with his in-laws to cul
down cn food 2nd heating bills, Savings
and part-time jobs helped.

“The extended family of aunts, uncles,
and grandparentis all within reach gives
kids a chance o hear stories about thelr
parents,” Cammarata says. "In the pro-
cess, they learn acceplable and wnac-
ceplable behavior.”.

Cammarala says he often feels like a
rhino rushing through the forest. 1 have
no idea of where I'm going until I ged the
scent, and zingo, then | know where I'm
going and what to do.”

He zays all parents are a little like rhi-
nas — absolutely at a Joss,

“In the raising of kids, It's good lo
know that whatever we try, somewhere
in the animal kingdom, someone elss has
tried It frst™
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The Cammaratas: [0-pear-old Elizabeth, left; Michelle, §, and their
parents, Margy and Jerry.



