e relanong

Kathlewn

{\/ Statenislang, My MIEGE
(212) 720-6400

ey ol

TS Marylane Avenie

Ryan, editor

Fatherhood's
a full-time job

BY WARBARA HUEBNER
Staf Writer

STATEN ISLAND -- Striding up the waik
10 collecs his daughters from schoel, Jerry
Cammarata is a pair of slacks ameng
skirls, a mustache among shades of lip-
stick. .

Mothers siand in clumps waiting for their
children to sprint through the doors after a
day of spring picnics and class Lrips, and
the falher has a greeting — moatly by name
— for them alt, "Sister Pancakes,” wha
teaches his youngest, gels something
extra: an affectionate talian hug,

The siender, vesled dad has a special al-
finity for bBoth mothers and children: In
1973, he was the first man in the country Lo
be awarded palernity leave. He has since
written about his ups and downs in “The
Fun Bock of Falherhood,” to be released
this month in soltcover. A hardcover run
celebrates its [irst anniversary on none
other than Father's Day.

"1 can understand why mothers end up in
the cash t house i " he said
over lunch last week.

His most famous trick for avoiding
pareptsl insanity in to go to the dogs ... and
the ‘gitaffes, the monkeys and the bears.
The Eliborate subtitle of his book — “'Or
How ihe Apimal Kingdowm is ilelping to
Raise the Wild Hids at Qur House ™ — ex-
plains it. When Cammarata hits a snag in
the fine fadyic of Iatharhood, he looks to Lhe
wilds by way of example.

""Animats offer such iaw, order, respect
— ail the things that we think are good
tratty,”” Cammerata expialned. “Seaguils
will pull feathers off their back 1o be sure
the nezt is warm. To adults, that exampieis
cute, but lo kids it says ‘Wow. you mean
they ‘take {esthers off thair own back for
their children?’ '

Indeed, he once deacribed himsell aa part
seaghll and part (ermite: seagull because
T would do anything to support my {fami.
ly" and lermite becauze ‘lermites respect
thewr, senior citizena.” Cammarata’y in-
laws live it the upper fleor of his heme, ad-
ding-p generation of wisdoms and exampie
to househokd,

“14\s important {or my chlidren to see me
act with respect to my elders,” Cammara-
ta said.

Elizgbeth, 10, and Michelle, §, have noth-
ing fl hot respect {or their father, but nei-
the a?;e they in awe of him. There is no
mu;‘@ g for 3 photograsher, 7o showing of [

for a visitor. Cammarata insisls he is not a
celebrity, and his davghlers seem o agree.
The girls, their mether, Margaret, a ¢ous-
in, Rabert, and dad pile into a green Ply.
mouth wagon (or the Lrip home from school
and soveral intermediate stops. One is to
drop mom aff for a docter’'s appointment.

Do you like having your father hame a
fol?

“It's fun. He doos things with us,” sa¥s
FhHzabeth, her braces giinting in the sun-
shine of the Cammarata backyard, which s
primacily scoupodi by a rotund swimming
ponl in which the girls Like to play olter,

What da you think of all the atleation
your father is getling?

A stnall shrog and 2 big smile from Mi-
chelie, as she runs enconcerned to the
SWing.

The attention lalely includes hia nomina-
tion Lo the White House Conference on the
Family, lor which he is being supported by
Reps. \lohn M. Murphy, D-17, and Mario
Biaggi. D-10:  Slaten Island Deputy
Burough Prasident Ntaiph J. Lamberti, and
several other prominent individuals., Also
on the agenda is a 1992 lelevision movie of
the week based on the book.

Attention in the past has included a spot
in the Guinness Book of Worid Records for
{he longest recorded solo singing mara-
than, sel tn a bathtub — minus water —
being towed around Mew York Cily. The 7§
hours he spent teading up lo the record, he
said, helped teach his children the value of
perseverance.

His profession of audiclegy was Lhe root
of aaolher unusuad projeet: an athum for
plants duil around the theory that puore
tone sounds create a grealer (low of pro-
taplasm and help stomata stay open longer.
permutling greater respiration and growth,
He recorded the tones heard in hearing
tests (or the aibum. A paster for the atbum
and a related personal appearance hangs in
hiz office among photographs of himseif
with others of fame or Tascinating for-
tune,

But his lavorite role i3 that of “Super
Pop, "
It begen m the carly 19¥s, when Cam-
marata, a speech teacher, was on leave
gronted by the New Yark City Board of Ed.
ucation lo spend q year working on his doc-
toral dissertation, Besides his full-lime
teaching Job, he was hoiding several part-
time positions, often racing from ene to the
other. His wife, Margaret, was pregnant

“Super Pop’’ gives his youngaesi daughtar, Micheils, o lift frem school, The
eldast, Elizaketh, and his wite, Margarat, join them.

Kecerd photes by Barhare Husbner

lerry Cammarata

with Michelle, and alter a lew months
home with Elizabeth, Cammarata decided
ie take the plunge into (ull-time [ather-
hood.

His {irst step was to apply {or patermity
teave from his teaching position, which was
tnitially denied. He sued. and the Federal
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion ruled in his [avor,

"It was truty a landmack decision that
nas not been contested in court as of yet,
and aniy hecause no one has a leg to stand
on as bsee il,” Cammaralz said. "How can
you deny that kind of equal rights?"’

The teave was for four years, Lthe same as
the poiicy {or maternily teave. Cammarata
stayed home (ull-time the first two Years
and worked about 10 hours a week as an au-
diologisl the next two. He now works part-
time al the .5, Public Health Hospital.on
Staten Island and has a private sudiclogy
practice.

“I've decided never to take a full-time
iob agam,”” he vowed, adding that his part-
itme positions can be juggled to provide
sufficient income, yet alow him lo be home
during his davghters’ waking hours.

Cammaratz emphasizes that he and his
wife did not swilch reles. Mrs. Camnmarata
did not take a job oulside the home until
this schooi vear, when Michelle began kin-
dergarten. She is secratary to the chairman
of the Department of Music at Wagner Col-
lege.

“Roele reversal adds nothing,” Cammara-
tz explained. "'1t's the combined Lotal ef-

affer schacl.

Michelle gets info tha swing of things in tha Cammarata’s backyard

fort of the parents. That way, the chlldren
<an begin to see that there are variables:
Mommy does something this way, daddy
daoes 1L another way.'”

The concept of solving problems by look-
ing at the amimal world came to hitn while
in the vard nne day, he said. "Anything we
ean think of, they've aiready tried."”

Cammarzta cites thres aspects o
pareniing: ''Parents need to be (riends
with their kids. they need to be parents,
and they need to be an autherity figure,
which all too often.is forgotten about. Kida
need to know that the definitive answer o
many things has to come frem the
parent.”

That doesn't mean he knows 1t all, “As
many parenls there are, that's how many
ways there are to accomplish something
admurably.”

He saidt the biggest advantages to his
stint al home were “‘seeing the girls devel-
op moere outgeing persenaiities, with the
ability lo verbalize their fesiings tous™ and
that now ''there are those fathers who are
looking at their time more carefully, even
if it's only saving their weekends for their
famity."”

‘The phone rings, and "Super Pop” smiles
into the receiver. Margaret is finished with
hor doctor's appointment. She i3, indeed,
pregpant,

*The doctor said the baby's due in Jan-
vary and will be either a boy or a girl,”
Cammarata anncunced, and patsed. "He
promised ... no animalst™”
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