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can bridge parent - child

By Mary Anne Leonard
28IV Writer

When Jerry Cammarala‘s wile
Margaret had (heir pecond child in 1571,
he stayed home from work.

Mot, ke most [athers, for 3 day or
e b Enle care of their older daughier
while mether tended 1o the new baby
girl

He was on leave for lour years ard in
still trying fo retarn ba the job ke el

“Things became [inancially rough.”
says Cammarata, the (firsl man in the
country to win palernity leave. ~Bul
parl of our decivien waa o el cor
bome and move in wilh our in-laws.™

Viziting Afhany earlier thia week,
Cammuarats lafked aboul (ke soms-
firses (restrating bol apparently re-
;:mm myﬂm lnotllun!r:;‘n::

a3 a speech pathologial wi
New York City ﬂ&nnl sysiem lo his
current sialn on uthor, lepcher aed
prefessional Lather.

To get palermity leave, he bailled o1
high a3 the Federal Equal Op-
jporiunities Comenisxion, which Baued
an edict stating he was entitled 1o the
same foer-year, unpaid leave 23 wamen
received for maternity lesve. So feer

hmamwmmmu

Hia wile alss was mol workeng, 50
along with Ber refired parents, here
was a whole househeldd of growe-cpa
walching the kids

“There was no role reversal, where [
stayed home and my wile wesd o
work,” says Cammarata. “What I've
faund from my resdings o that theres
no exira benelil fo having (he mom
going oul io work and ihe dad slaying
hame.™

Cammarata feced a great deal of
dutbeliel ameeg reighbors asd rels
tives wiven he announced b sienlion
o seek palernsty beave.

“It was bad,
Enning,” iyl

ly in ik be-
menarala, who lives
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“The culolls and layells were
tremendoss, thal a lot of jobs were
eliminaled, Ischading mine,” says
Camemarais

He i1 still fighting to get his original

back, “'te complete the cycle,” he
says, and o prove & (ather can lake o
leave saed redura

Wenild he :!lllihl working as & speech
pathologist if he had mel Beciphi-the
Board of Education for his paternity
leave?

“1 protatly would have been laid off
But | would kave been back by mow. Ag
I see It pow, all of the teachers wha
started woriing with me have been lakd
ofl but are now coming back 1o werk "

‘That's what being a parent
is all about — it's creating ways
to teach kids how to do things.’

of Slaten lisnd. “The dady in the
neighborhood theaght if was as sbaurd,
ridiogos process. Bul a3 the weeks
and months went on and they loand
theeir kids weren't home bl were over
ul sur hawne, 1hey Began fo wonder ©

Afver twg years, the money from e
sale of his Boute ran out and Cam-
maratn got a part-time pb teaching 1iz
ez B week Itﬁmwﬂmm
lege. whete he still works.

By 178, he wad ready o refurn o
work alter his beave, but his job was no
leager there.

Canmarsls doesn'l regret his de.
cizion o lake the leave, which Bad
opentd @ several new sppartiunities

He recently served as a delegaie 1o
ihe Governee's Coederence on Families
and will be Eraveling io- Washingion,
D.C. this surmmer as a stabe delegate fo
;h! ‘White Hozse Conlererce ca Fami-
LN

With the help of Framces Spatr

, e adso werede 3 beor bout ki
experieaces, The Fun Book of

See PATERNITY LEAVE, Paga F-1

FIRST FATHER
= Jerry Cam
marata during pa-
Hraily leave, the
first im The aatien,
wilh daughier,
infan! Michelle
and Elizaberh.
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