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i GUESS IF YOU OR T were selected to go to the moon and set up shop
never 1o return 1o the stress and strain and value systems of our

complex giobal society, we 100 could be fairly confident in stating we
thave no more use for the family—it's obsoiete,
. Qur case, however, will never be isolation from an involvement in a
world family or at minimum, a blood or adopted family because we ane
pretty much here lo stay, whether we like it of not. The family does seem
1o be crumbiing though. The accelerated divorce rate, the declining birth
rite. the drug problem among the youth, and even kids divorcing their
parents are just some of the symptoms of maladjusied homes.

I would think some time spent by family members in making

themselves useful to each other and establishing an interdependence can
be o very good step in maintaining the integrity of one of the oldest

institutions of man. ang up the famiy

The birth of a baby can be one way to give vitality 1o a family. With
littie ones around, the birth process can stimulate conversation and
project knowledge and love that is straightforward. honest, and
informative. Being a teacher (and sometimes a student) to your child can
st the stage for even greater ties in the future,

St. Vincent's Medical Center on Staten Isiand is doing their part to
strengthen the family. Besides having a very aciive prepared child birth
program for moms and dads. it has intreduced a sibling visitation
program. After a baby is born, the father may bring the siblings up 1o the
nursery te gei a first hand look ai the baby that was nor delivered by 2
stork. Thus, the children can foliow the course of the baby's progress
from inside mommy, to seeing the baby in the nursery and then the
decades 10 come at home.

And think about the mother's benefit from such a program. According
to the brain child of this unique program, Dr. Joseph Shznaphy. Director
of the Obsietrics and Gynecology Department of the Hospital, "Our
visitation program is making the birthing experience u family event and
taking away pangs of separation which mothers have experienced, .
heretofore.” The program keeps families 1opether.

Let's By away

And. “when you and your spouse pay fui} fare 10 Los Anpeles, your
children will fly absolutely free,” A gimmick—a refiection of advertising
genius~—-whatever. The point is, regardiess of the motivations behind the
offer. the famity benefits and pets 10 trave] as a living unit, sharing the
pleasures and leisures of life. This aiso will help to mold a healthy and
viable interdependence of family members.
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Pete's house

You may be now wondering why your family seems 1o be obsolete and
why your son spends countless hours over at his friend Pete's house?
Well, could it be something is missing at home that your son is finding at
Pele’s house? There are ditferent kinds of families and, when one family
appears to be against a child, he finds himself looking for support from
another. 1t may be wise for you and your spouse to talk to Pete’s mom
and dad and discuss what home life is all about. This conversation could
open your tnind 10 behaviors that may allow vour child to find the
interdependence he needs with you and begin 1o spend more tims at

home. The moon and back

Three years ago my youngest daughter, Michelle, now 7 vears old.
told me that she was tired of the family and she was packing her clothes
and going 10 the moon. L asked her if | could go. She agresd and |
packed my clothes too. We got in the car and went for a ride to the
beach. We then played space craft in the sand and set a course to the .
moon. As we pretended to lift off, the on-shore breeze rushed by our
bodies to assimilate such an experience, As we settled in for the voyage,
Michelle said, “Ii's great to be gone.” | said, “Me 100

After serveral minutes of enjoying the space ride, | tumned to Michelle,
the captain of the ship and said, *Why are you really going to the
moon?™" Anticipating a knock-out statement that would prabably apen
my eyes and ears up as 1o how ineffective & parent 1 was, causing my
child to abandon her family. Michelle very forcefully and confidently
said, “'*Well, dad, if you must know, my sister always calls me a jerk and
I don’t like that. 1 am not a jerk. If | was a jerk 1 would not be able o gO
1o the moon. Right?" She had me there.

The ride 10 the moon did us both some good. Our re-entry back 1o
earth was smooth and we made a soft Janding on the sparkling beach of
Sandy Hook. | knew if the family was to have continued meaning for
Michelle, I had my homework cut out for me.

{f you wisk to have our Superpop answer any of vour questions or

address an issue, write 10 Superpop, C10 The News World, 401 Stk
Ave.  N.Y. N.Y. 10016,
Due 10 the lurge volume of mail received by Superpop, vour
letters will not be answered persenally, /
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