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Toys should bring joy, not tears

The only limitations in making
Evys today seems 10 be in the
Irmitations of the creative minds of
oy inventors. Toys have the power o
explode apart upon impact, perce of
cul through the hardest of sub-
ances, conk a meal, sew a dress
mlﬁnmur bring pleasore 0 our
children who canaot do withowt
them.

In many cases reponied cach year,
however. tovs bring more than
pleasure o youngsters. They bring
paim, hurt znd ilpess.

The LS. Consumer Product
Safery Comemssion works very hand
o educate parents on what
imformatiod they should be giving 4o
their children, When my family and |
visited Washington, D.C. recenly,
we sopped at the affices of the
Commission and learned that there
are some basic guidelines of woy play
which will give you years of fun and
mermiment from dolls, gas stagions,
pogo sicks, bean bags and the like,

Each wy made is designed for a

E::Lnﬂat age group. You should
the abilitres and ineerests of

your children and buy a toy thai is
appeopriate. Be careful 1o read every
word on the box, label or direction
book. Stay away from products with
oRic Pall'l& of possible allfrg:mc
makeriaks

Kezp the toys and other pans big
erpcugh so children cannot stufl them

n iheir mouths, Look the produst
ever completely and determine if you

could per b in any way. If 50, move
on daown the mshe of the oy store and
make another selection
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You™ve iooked all over For your
child anad prss could not fmd him o
her, Friends of mine heoked for their
son, Ralph, just lat week and for 20
minutes coakd not find him. Ralph
decided to sit in his sy chest and
May cowbay and indians. The door
came down on his head and gave him
a mild concossion thal resulied in his
biacking out for & shom time.

Fortunatzly for Ralph s Dad
already thought aboat the worit and
had dnilled numerows ose inch hoels
in the oy chest in case of such an
sccudend. Ralph was able 10 breaihe
When he came fo_ his oty alened his
Mom and Dad and medical care was
sought, Now Ralph has a lightst
cover an his 1oy chest 50 thal such an
accedent doesn’t happen agam.

Hew often have we pul together 2
maodel car with all of the Inmmings
and unfortunately left it in the very
unlikely place of under a rocker.
Within seconds of gur Dad siving in
the focker. The car is shattered into
mh and a3 you put the car i your

5 you get a piece of poinkd
plastic in your finger.

The point of this silation m never
to have points ot sharp edpes ever
appear on s, Sharp edpes should
be sasenthed oul and dangerous

jpections covered wath plastic tips.
f the manufscturer has nod raken the
precaution o make 3 oy with smooth
edyes then the manufaciurer doesn't
deserve your hasiness,
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Anything thar can shake. raithe and
rall is smailer than three inched
should mod be piven o your very
voong child Al foo otten chadlren
swallew thew hitle ragtles o if the
rattle shoubd break, ihe beads inside
of . We must also consider the
harmful effecis nf mhaling a small
piece of wy amd having it become
sk in the huck of the mise, Picces
of poys are sl repairiedly found
children’s eawrs, The nght, sale oy 15
Ihe hest

The more sophisticassd oor kids
become the more they demand of oy
manufacturers and the mrire they gel.
You have an ebectne sove and | guess
it s1ands 1o reasun then tat your little
son of daughter shoubd have his or
her very own clectng stne. The
eheciric siove cun make cookies
warm mifk Electocity can be of use,
hovazver, in the hamds of a young
mowice chel —the experience cosld
be shocking of not electnlyingly
fatal, Check all wires of elecincal
games and train your child in
plepeirg and unplogging wines and
using caation,
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Our children denve many bours of
pheasure from their wovs. Foremost in
aur minds, however, i the thought
they are accepting of their toys as
leamning woks. Each leaming wol
mst meeel your standards o
appeopriatencss and safery. IF you
have any questions shoat the safety
of 1oys your child pow has wse the
U5 Comsumer Product Safety
Commisasaon Hot Line Number,
1-H00- 038 - 2o,
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