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HE NLURSES IN THE Mater-
pity ward knew each time |
was up to see my linle

Elizabeth. In 1969 when she was
parm, | stood in front of the glass
partition separating us and |
squeezed rubber ducks, played
music bazes pre-recorded with
happy birthday and the Farmer in
the Dell. and literally jumped up
and down. | really had a selfish
anitude. This was my baby and |
was poing to bmﬁ her up my way.
Of course, little Elizabeth did nod
know too misch about me at the time
of hes binth but I'm sute she was able
to get some physiological
virbrations from me as | held her
and began telling stories about Linle
Feed Riding Hood and the like.
What is inleresting 1o node is that
a baby is born like a new computer,
The machine is delivered, capable
of performing all sorts of exotic
languagpe and thinking skills, howev.
er, only capable of doing them not
ahle 10 do them. The child, like the
computer, must be programmed 10
periorm. One example of this is ai
the age of six to eight weeks old:
During the babbling stage of 2
child’s speech development, every
sound of every language thal has
ever been created can conceiveably
be said. The reason for this is very
simple. The unique kind of special-
ization that the muscles will eveniu-
ally learn in speaking the language
of the family and commaunity has
not been developed. The brain sends
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down general sipnals 1o the mouth
muscles 1o simply move and have
fun-ergoy the feeling. As the child
maiures and his compuier like brain
gees supplied with bits and bits of
language cues, it will begin to
remove its random patterns of mak-
ing sounds and concentrate on only
those sounds that are reinforced by
(hose that tpeak 1o him every day.

Thus, our little children are
vulnerable, They are at the mercy of
the parent to fecd their littlz com-
pueter brains with information that
will make them grow healthy and be
suceessful in life. As parents we
must be very careful as to how we
feed information to our children.
Each piece of information that they
are exposed 1o is not soon forgoiten,
rather, it is coupled with other
picces of information in the hopes
that the children can begin to s a
pattern of behaviour unfolding
before them and develop a personal
Philnsuph}' of life. An empty mind,
in a very shoi period of time can
become filled to the brum with
useful information.

The Freedom Front

As our children grow older and
reach eighteen, nincteen and twenty
plus, their computer brains are jam
packed with life expenences and
time has come o consider mamiage
and parenting. Of course, you can
hear them already saying, “I'm

ing to do it my way" Afier all. we

3d a chance to do it our way and it

ds properly

was a real struggle: being a parent is
no easy matier. All the freedom our
children would like 1o have in giving
their children the very best s ot
always available. For example, they
may wish a certain doctor of hospi-
tal ta care for their children. but due
to a lack of appropriate financial
resources, they must settle for an
ahernative medical service. On top
of that, they may have a parcnl
fcould that be you or [?) that is
consiantly interferring in the aflairs
of their household and net giving
them an opportunity to lkeam how to
be a parent all by themselves.

And with all the problems of .
freely irying fo raise children in a
couple of decades, parents grow
old. All of a sudden they find their
needs changing. Possibly they may
be no longer wanted of needed by
their children, These grandparents
can hear conversations of 30 years
apo played back in their memories
about how they conducted
themselves and how annoying their
parents were, Now it seems their
children are reacting in the same
way. It is no wonder these grandpar.
enis are saying o themselves,
“which nursing home will | go 10?™
The brighter side of things, howey-
er. finds other grandparents being
accepted and wanted in the hoase
because they are recognized as
productive human beings that still
serve a wsefulness and are 2
respansible branch of the family
structure, It is important for us 1o
ann utirselves now, where we would
like to be when we are old and gray.
Of course, sometimes we canno
always plan for our desting but we
conduct ourselves as parents in such
a way that will give our children and
their children a_feeling of love
toward us and make every effor o
assist us in being a contrbuting
force of the family

The point to be made in dividing
life into three stages is that each
stape of life has attached 10 it
different needs that must be
addressed by families and communi-
ties. I a child cannot receive good
information about life and a parent

cannod have the chance 1o make the
decisions about raising his kids and
il the grandparent cannot leel useful
and able 1o contribute to the needs
of the family, then the divisions
between young and old will grow
larger and larger. Generation gaps

will becorme massive holes and the
continuity of life will be in jeopardy.




