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Parents can guide their children
to reach learning milestones

All parenis, at one Lime or
another, study books on the devel
apanental milestones of chibdren
aqnd ir g Rer powder staned what our
children are supgosed o be doing
ata particulsr age. Sonie children
s, indeed, (ollow the clazsic par
terns, bat maost parents find such
bkt gpeneral informational
ruithes at beat,

BMavbe what is necded rather
than bhakson child developmient is
a baak of learning experiences that
will help your child reach those
milestones The Instructa Divizion
af MeGraw 1Hill, Inc., has recently
pubdizhed " Infant Toddler: Intro
ducing Your Child 1o the Joy of
learning,” by Dir. Earladeen Bad-
per, which is destined 1o be the
hibleof teaching very young chil
dren todevelop their motor and
sensory shills.

“InlantToddler” matches
appropriate learning activities,
tows and edacational materials —
bowght, improvised or found
argund the house — to the young
child's developmental Interests and
abilities. A step-by-step leaching
model shows the adult how 1o pro-

ceed, Beginning with mouthing,
the infant moves through 20 levels,
including such lnndmarks 5% visaal
Bilkowing, releasiong or letting po,
Titting parts o form a whobe and
malching.

Eachactivity begins with ihe
learning operation and discusses
the role of repetition, incidental
leatning and discovery learning, A
list of appropriate materials is fol-
lowed by a carefubly outlined pre-
sentation. Wivs and methods ol
ohaerving progress are presented,
with space devoted to recording
the observations. Variations are
suggested and idesas are also
offered for supplemental materiats
and activities.

During the first hall of a child’s
first year, eye-hand coordination is
apriority of learning. Don't fust
wait tosee il it will kappen. Badger
suggests you get busy and enconr-
age the child to grab by hanging
noige producing toys [rom a siring
across the baby s crib. The baby,
intrigued by the color and form of
the toys, will reach and grab —and
achievea milestone

When my wife and I presented a

rattle or brightly colored large loy
todur girls during their infancy, we
often beld it in our hands in order to
have more contrel and give them a
better chance toset their sights
and be successiul at touching or
Rrasping it.

Now we have a litthe boy, Gerald,
and it's back 1o holding ratties and
helping him achicve eye-hand
coardination. Truthfully, the ather
day I was working on this very 1ask
and he misaed the rattle — but he
did very well at squeezing my ngse
gaod pnd hard

Annther trick for cye-hand
conrdination is  change the posi-
teon of the tovs o the child s o
negatiate difforent positions. Don't
confuse the child, hwvever: il he or
she can successiully grab inone
position, just creale some variely
and excitemaent

Through tvial and error the
child will move his hands and in
time w1t have the kind of percep-
tion that reach-and grab skills
demand

Hadger tellzus — and agres —
that the secret of learning is allow-
ing such an activity to be per
formed for short periods several
timesa day. This is a realistic
approagh in view of the shoriness
of a child's attention zpan,

Stgrting at around 3 years old,
yourthild is supposed to begin
devéloping an ability (o classily
words and things and thus better
understand relationships, associ-
ations and Tunctions. Parents can
enconrage classilication by Follow-
ing Badger's program of sarting
blocks of animals. buildings, trees,
peopleand vehicles. Join vour child
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Children feamn rom doéng and paren|s can provide a stimalating atmosphere 1o promale that learning
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playving frecly and creatively with
all blocks and discuss the features.
Your child will learn what proper-
ties make some things animals and
whal make other things what they
are.

The secret of Badger's program
is 1o play and have fun. Kids donot
wani 1o wark at learning. Somake it
aproduct of fun and involvement
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