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Celebrities speak out for family

Last week some preity observant
Kids wld us, mone uncertain wrms.
thist they wanted 10 be foved,
understood, involved and part of an
fstitution of life—the family. We’
have hud a week and, indeed.
enough lime 1o plan our own
strategies us parents so this new year
of 1981 will allow our kids to find
happingss, peace and joy in the
family.

As we ga about our days this year
trying to fulfill the aeeds of our Kids,
there are celebrity parents and tumily
members that have an ever grealer
stuke in the survival of the family.
Many eelebrities who we constantly
in the eyes of the public and
committed w the survival of the
family use their enerpies 1 see that
we understand whit must be done for
the family unit 1 work. The answer.
ol course. is complex and the reality
is there s no one right way 0 riise o
fannly. 1t would be of interest w you
10 absorb some of the comments of
the following celebrities and atiempt
w0 integrate their attitudes inlo our
own phifosaphy and formulawe o
creutive parenting direction.

Some amazing thoughts

The Amazing Kreskin, this
country's greatest mentalist and
expert on ESP (extya sensory
perception) has an exhaustive
weriormanee schedule that keeps him
way from fome for weeks ata time.
Lreskin does, however, have u
everence for the family. According
w Kreskin, " The American family as
we know i1 seemy 10 be disintegrat-
ing. 1 sense an urgency of fanily
members, particularly the youth, ©
be understood. This understanding
does 70t aeem 1o be coming. ..

=Of my hundreds and hundreds of
concerts each year. [ particularly
enjoy speaking to the youth on cur
coliege campuses and trying to
impart some of my fumily experi-
ences in the hupes that they wil
prow 1o understand the need for the
fumily to exist. Of the muny topics
discussed with students, | mostly
hear these three: first, fumily
members should Hsten to each other,
They should listen to each other
rather than dwelling upon what will
be said when the speaker finishes
speaking. Second. fumilies should use
muoge tactile communication. The
bond of sharing hands and touching
individuals on the shoulders means
you huve closeness. IUis this
closeness and warmth that adds very
positive feefings toward those around
you. Every tumily member shouid
share hand shaking and touch o add
greater fulfiliment to the unique and
heautiful institution of wgetherness.
deing g pluralistic society, we
sertainly can take the fead tfrom the
Latins and Spanish in this regasd.
And thisd, tamily members sheuld
practice the urt of empathy, We must

Lawrence Welk

feel for one another and be
undersiood.

“As we shdre ourselves with our
family and as we share ourseives
with e world ~ociely, the Tuture of
the nations will be brighter and man
will become o more successful being
in the dves of God.”

Family song

Ben Vereen. wha has dunced his
way indo sany of our househulds, is
anactive voice in his well-
orchestrated tamily. According to
Vereen, ~The family is the most
important element in our society—a
sense of security which we might not
nevessarily discover from ather
seurces. There is absoluely no
substitute for the family unit.

Ry wite und children give me
stabilily us Lexistin u business that is
rehnowned for its lack of stability.
Their love hus enabled me o weather
many emotional sorms and b
richer and stronger when 1 reatize
that T am first and foremost a
husbind and a tather.”

Champagne family affair

The bubbles und champugne
music have made Lawrence Welk an
institusion in the entertainment
business. The secrel to his popudurity
is simple, he says: ‘As a product of a
close-knit family of eight children.
happy husband of near S0 years,
proud tuther of three and grandiather
of ten. | vansider masel! a richly
blessed family man indeed.

1 even call our orchestra my
smusical family.” and perhaps
righttully so. A penuing family
feeling exists throughout our
organization—among our oflice statf
as well gy among our performers—
becanse we aperile Hke a family in
the way we care for, treat and shire
with our peoaple.”
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And now, the president

The chief executive of our
country, Jimmy Carter, sunumed up
the refevance of the Gimily i the "80s
last June when. before the Baltimore
sathering of the White House
Conference on Families, he said:
“Family ties are based on more than
blood Kinship. There are #lso
kinships of shared experiencs and
shared dreanms und shared jovs and
sorrows. Most of all, they are based
on fove. love thit cun spiun vast
distances and dlwo spun the barrier
between [IL‘!'I(.‘T:[IN‘H\.

Families are or should be the first
place that we learn .. tis the first
school. We cun learn how to live in
hurmony and helpfuiness with one
anether. and sourish the ndividu-
ality of those who live in the sume
home: respeet one another, even
though we are different.”

The fumily will never be fullv
understood by all of us this vear or
any other vear. We do have u Hietime
with our parents. children and
friends 10 try to find out as much as
we can. 1 for one fisten W Kreskin,
Ben Vereen. Larence Welk. Jimmy
Carter and muny muny others. When
it comes o being a pood tumity
person. an open mind cun be the best
teacher,




