* Rudy, Guy OK
memonai school
 before ndmg off

| Pair anaounce .
“funding for2

~Island projects in
final press
~conference
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“U I his farewell press briefing
Monday, former Mayor Rudelph
W. Giuliani steod nexi to onigoing
Borough President Guy V. Molin-
ari fo amounce funding for iwo
major Slaten Island projecis -
deais both men hrokered before
leaving office.
~.The aunouncemeni sccured
plans for a new $70 million inter-
mediate schoel in New Springville
and a St. George memorial dedi-
“gated to the hundreds of Staten Is-
land residents kilied in the World
Trade Center disasier.

It marked the ead of an era for

the - ‘mayor's ~clese relationship -

with l]ie Istand,” “which | staltt'd__
when he’ created the Michael J.

Petrides-Fducational Complex at

- +the beginning of his first term and

conlinued with the elimination of
the Staten Island Ferry fare, the
closing of the Fresh Kills landill,
and the building of schools, fishing

piers and a minor-league basebdll__

stadim in S, George,

The news was the mayor's first
order of business af the briefing
and seemed o be a high priority
for him even as he was continuing

a mayathon run through his :"mal

hours in office,

“I think it's appropriate thdl ds
one of my last acls, we are going
{0 approve a lew school to take
care of the future of Staten Island
and build 3 memorial which hon-
ors ihe hersic conlributions of the

people of Staten Island, ".Giuliani

said.

Construction of IS 43, a Qﬂn-eeat-

schoo! in the middie of a Mid-Is-
jand communily plagued by over-

crowded middle schools, was pul

on held by'the Board of Education

An agtist rendition dépicis éhé proposed memorial site.

after .a clash

City Hall -over - the construction
budgel.

The board puqlponed (unssru(‘a

tion of 11 schosls, including the

one in New.Springville, because of -

a §2 billion shorifall jn funding.

There was no word on’the fate of

the other' schools,. . %

“If ‘everything goes. well we
couid .see a ground-breaking in
about a year and a hall and a

school opening in four years,” said.

Molinari “This will do wonders o
relieve the evercrowding situation

and will give vs funding for-a

sehoo! 1al is desperately; needed,”
718 43 wili ‘absorb students frem
Laurie Intermediate Schecl in

New Springviile and Markham In- .
termediate Sehool in Graniteville;

The schools are at 112 percent and
119 percent capacily, respectively.

The new school will ‘go up on .

Marsk  Avenue unext to. PS 58,
which is currently under consirue-

tion and scheduled 1o be com-

pleted by December 2002. .
“Staten Island needs -an enor-
mous amount of relief and we are

rightfully geiting it," said Jerry,
the Istand's tepre-
sentalive on the Board of Bduca:’
tion who ‘'was alse ‘at the press:
briefing. “It's not being given as a™

Cammarata,

present: I's sumcthmg that is
woefully needed.” -

The mayer also disclosed ]7lans
for a $2 million memeorial for Sta-

fen Island Trade Center victims,

which le reasoned was necessary
because of the extraordinarily
high number of horough residents
who were kitied.

“In teims of numbers, Statan Is-

land had the most people that

died, the most-nurzher. of -funer-.:

als,” he said. “It"just ‘makes sense
1o ereci a munorlal in the con-
munity.”

between .. Schools.
Chancellor. Harold O. Levy and.

B T

The monument witt be built on<
the waterfroni esplanade next tos
ihe Richmond County Bank Ball:

 park, directly across ihe harbur:

from where the Twins Toweps:
onee stood. fteike
Designs are still preliminary
B, for now inciude two back gra:~
nile wedges, where familtes will
be able to see and fouck victims‘"-
names eiched into the surface,"d"
concept msplrvd by the. VleLnam“'
Memorial in Washinglon, D.C, The
structure will creale two dark®
shadows (hal mimic the Trade“‘

Centler towers,

the memorial will include Lllb"
names of the 264 Staten Istand vigs
tims that Borough Hall has tallie
ard anolher 20 or 30 former r
dents wha have family in the bor-
ough and deep ies to the wmmi .
nity. -
“It’s just ma{ie for it,” Molmar )
said of the esplanade, which once- .
had a brillianl view of the Tradg., g
Center. “It screams out for some-,
one to come forward and do some:,
thing special with it. Slaten Island’
was impacted so severely, 4.
would only be appropriate to ereft,
a memorial and dedicate it to all
the people we lost.” "

The mernorial is heing designed

by Peter Eisenmann, a famed ap»

chilect who had also been chosen

. 1o design ihe Discovery Centeéri”

the museurn that was supposed to
be buill next to the ferry terminal
and operated by the Staten Insti=
tute for Arts and Sciences. -
Plans for that projeci fell..
through after the Trade Center at-
tack because of financial demandg..
elsewhere, but Molinari.and Bo;,—m
ough President” James Motinarp..
suggestied pulfing the $48 mﬂlmq
earmarked for - the - museum {03,
ward the other two projecis. :
Molinaro, who worked closely
with the mayer and Molinari tu
negoliate an agreement on 1 (,
two projects, said he's already hg{l’
dinner with Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and js confident Statén’
Island will contirue 1o gel pr;orlt
treatment -

naro sald “But l his gels us ﬂff to’ a4
good start and T'm confident th’lt
[Bloomberg] will be just as good a*
friend to Staten Island.”* .. o3

More specific mformatmn ahmﬂ
where in the cily budget 1hg'
money for the projects would
come from was not avaijable af
the briefing.
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