What costs New York City
{axpuayers 4,066,539 — or §580.-
934 apiece? The city's seven
Ioard of Fducation members.

Are we gefting the most bang
{or our buck? .

[ don't think so. Add my name
1o the List of those who beliove
the Beard of Education should
pass into history and the mayor
should be given complele con-
trol over all things educational
for the eity's children.

1 am a new convert and what
pushed me over the edge of deci-
sion was @ recent special yeporl in
a New York tabloid that revealed
the big-buck perks that board
members enjoy al a time when
after-school reading and math
programs have heen stashed (o the
bone, music and physical educa-
tion programs have been elimi-
nated and fravkiy, no one seems
sverly  concerned that  Little
Jobuny and his sister Sue cant
spedl,

Eyan the school nurse program
i on lile-support, Yet each Board
member bas an office on the 11th
floor of 118 Livingston S, staffed
with & $100,36%-a-year assistant
and a sccrelary who earns be-
tween $42,000 and 360,000 a year.

Board President Ninfa Segarra
— & political animal with lofty
ambilions if ever there was one —
has two personal assistanis, two
secretaries and recently hived yel
another assistant. While the cily's
schoo} disiriets are once again try-
ing to do more with less and com-
ply with schools Chaneellor Har-
old Levy order o cul $180 million
from their hudgets, Ms. Segarra’s
extensive personal staff cosls the
taxpayers megabucks.

And that is not the end of it
Aside from personal staff, beard
moembers share a secrelary and a
tawyers totaling close 1o $300,600
in combined salaries.

The cost of stall and supplies for
the board comes Lo a helty {otal of
83,736,992 4 year. Yet, no money
can be found 1o supply students
with the bare edecational necessi-
ties, such as toilet paper, wriling
paper and up-lo-date lextbooks,
The central board can't get broken
classroom windows fixed or have
air-conditioned school huildings,
new chemistry and biology lab
equipment, or re-wire classrooms
{or computers, especially in build-
ings on the Noril Shore, hut there
seems to be plenty of doilar hills
for anylhing thai makes Lthe very
pampered fives of board members
# tad pasicr.

At a time when the parenis of
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It is time to get
back to
educating
children —
clearly a mission

for which the

Board of
FEducation has
edrned an ‘F.’

many of the children in the school
gystem are forced to take public
{ransportation, board members —
are yau ready for this? — have the
use of fuvury cily sedans and
drivers who also serve as body-
guards at a cost of 8327547 this
school year.

Notl wanting to be out of toach,
board members have cell phones
and top-of-the-line pagers thal are
ecquipped 1o read and send c-
mails. Those little high-tech toys
costs us another $20,000 a year.

Add to all these cnshy perks &
salary of $15000 a year for what is
described as a part-lime job.

And for all this moolah, what do
we, the laxpayers, get in return?
Well, the seven-member board,
which includes Jerry Cammarate,
representing Staten Istand’s Dis-
triet 31, are responsible for hiring
chancellors (something {hey have
had a lol of practice doing in re-
cent years), selling educaticn pol-
icy, adopling budgels, selecling
schoel sites and disciplining staff.

Not part of the job description is
politics. It isn't supposed fo be.
But tliere’s a lot of politicking on
and by the board, especially in he
case of Ms. Segarra,

The City Council has been hold-
ing hearings this week on the fu-
ture of the Board of Education.
IZveryone from husiness leaders to

xpel the Board of Ed

politivians 1o education experts
have pui in their two cents, Inter-
eslingly, many of those in high-
powered positions, who have a lot
lo say about public eduscation,
send their children to private
schools, but thai is a column for
another day. Tomorrow, parents
will have an opportunity to voice
their ideas,

As quict zs the Council would
like this littie fact to be kept, the
truth is that it has absolutely no
say in whether the board geis
thrown on the ash heap. The Coun-
¢il’s only responsibility is 1o sign
off on funding matters. But hey,
why miss an epportunity {o show-
boat in front of television cameras
and field questions from reporters
for the next day's front page?

1t is difficult Lo argue with any
parent who is angered by the laun-
dry list of perks these beard mem-
bers receive, especially those par-
ents whose children are trapped in
helow-standard schools. 1t is easy
for many to point the finger al
{eachers for the dismal state of al-
{airs in our schools. But it is the
Board of ¥ducalion that is man-
daled to manage the school sys-
tem and insure that it is properly
serving the students. Instead, each
year, the learning pleture grows a
little more tatiered; higher and
higher percentages of our children
fail to learn; the infrastructure
crumbles a litile more,

1f the board members were em-
ployed in private industry and had
the same unsuccessful track re-
cord, they would be locking for
new jobs,

I say we fire the whole lot of
them, and put the mayor in
charge. It's been done successfully
in Chicago and although nothing is
perfect, there is accountability
and test scores have been edging
upward. The feachers’ union has
reached a fair agreement with the
mayor, and overall inlrastructure
repairs are being completed
within budget. And no, Chicago is
not New York {no place is), but it
is time to get back to educating
chitdren -- clearly a mission for
which the Board of Education has
earned an “I"."

Lel’s try a new appreach, if
nothing else resutts, the money
being spent to pamper our Board
of Education members could then
be used to buy some new books [or
our kids.
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