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New York

Evening: 850 Win Four: 2772
Midday: 622 Win Four: 0845

Pick 10: 8-18-21-22.23-30-32-35-37-
41-42.46.58.58-60-61-64.66-Y8.79
Take 5: 14-16-21-30-32

New Jersey

Picle 3: 476 Pays $269.50
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Pick Four: 7950

Pays $2,284.50 Box: $95.50
Cash §: 1.6-19-25-28

Pick 6 4-1.5-22-25-29-44
Connecticut

Daily Number: 195

Play Four: 0214

Cash 51 1-22-24.25.33

VALENTINE'S DAY GREETINGS

Tell someone special how you feel
in New York's largest Valentine's
Section - in the Dafly News on

Thursday, Feb. 14, Call (212)
949-2000 hetween 8 a.m. and
G130 p.m. to place your greeting.
Charge to your credit card,
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site, www.nydallynaws,com
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for staff and cars

By ALISON GENDAR

DALY NEWS STAFF WRITER

They get paid only $15,000 a year, but the city’s seven
Board of Education members cost taxpayers $580,000 apiece,
thanks to extensive staffs, pricey assxstams chauffeured Cars,
and other perks.

’ "-."l'his cos%ly "overhead is unde_r
new . scrutiny -as the -state)’
‘Legislature debates whether: to
. ‘eliminate the hoard and give lis
powers {o the mayor. § .
At 4 time when schools ‘are
Lhmmatmg math tutors and
after-schocl reading programs,
critics argue that the cily €A Mo
longer afford the board.
. A Daily News cxammatlon of
- current budget -records. reveals
the city spends stightly - more
- than $4 million.a year on the
Cseven-memper hoard 'amd its_
“stalf of 30.- :
© That's $JSO 934 pe1 member
‘Although board members are
paid an ‘annual ‘stipend-of
$15,000 for the pari-time post —-
. with the 'president receiving -
--$20,000 — ﬂml s just [11c= begln- :
“ning. s .
- Each 3,(,('3 an expanswe ofﬂce N
on -the 11th - floor of. 110
" livingston St ‘staffed -with a
- $106,568-a-year assistant and &
- secretary who earns between. |
. $42,000. and - $60,000 -2 - year,:
raccording to records for the curs; !
~rent fiscal year. :
As “board pres:dent Nmfa
- ‘Segarra has two personal assis- .
‘tants ‘and two secretaries, In
August, Segarra hired a third
assistant, who earns 354,816 a
year

Seven bodyguard/drivers, -

car maintenance, overtime:

$321,541 b

- $180 miilion from their budgets.

Luxury cars, drivers

" Besides personal stall, members share a
secretary and a lawyer, each carning
$147,700, and a-deputy counsel
who is paid $107,016. These man-
agers shepherd the board’s meet-
ings, agendas, lelifers and policy -
dehates with their own staff of 13

" administrative asgigtants and 10
part-time clerks, according to
payroll records.

The cost of these staff mem-
bers and supplies for the board wnzks out to
3,738,992 a year,

'lhen there is the car pool.

Board members have the use of luxury
cily sedans and drivers, who also serve as
l)odyguards ~~ 1 bonus that's budgeted at

- just as Chancellor Harold Levy:
ordered the 32 local school districts to cut:

‘EDITORIAL -

I¥’s beyond
hypocrisy
PAGE 32

327,547 for this school year. The cars come

Wwith a bét of cmetgency Tigghts and “sireris” ~ requiests for minutiae: - < 0

Board of Education President
Ninfa Segarra arrives at
Brooklyn headguarters. Each
of seven board members gets
use of city car and drlver,

traffic.

Althouf,h the cars are supposed to b
used {o transport board members about the
cily on schocl-related business, the pool
operates on an honor system and has little

oversight.
There also are other extras,
such as cgll phones and $400
" BlackBerry pagers that aliow
beard members 1o read and send
- E-mail, The cell phones and
pagers f{ogether -cost about
- $20,000 a vear, according to aver-
age annual estimates.

The seven members serve as a boaré of
directors for city schoots, hiring chancellors,
setting education policy, adopting budgets,
selecting school sites and disciplining staff.

Critics say they too often waste time on
petty infighting, building a political power
,base .ar pestering 1he chancellor with




&

vom

.. But former and current board mem-
bers say many of the extras, such as cars
and drivers, are provided as a courtesy
for a part-time job that can soak up
dozens of hours a week.

Aides research policy

They also say the individual aides are
needed to field hundreds of parent com-
plaints the board members receive each
week, as well as to do research for more
complex policy changes, such as the
board’s recent overhaul of bilingua! edu-
cation.

But many of the fringe benefits have
especially influriated parents whose chil-
dren have lost after-school reading and
math tutoring, art programs and class-
room aides.

“They should cut nonessentials such as
cars and drivers for board members
before they go for the meat of what our
kids' education is all about,” said Leonte
Haimson, whose daughtes’s. .East ,Side.,.

LA

“They should cut
nonessentials such as
cars and drivers for
board members before
they go for the meat of
what our Kids’ educa-
tion is all about.”

LEONIE HAIMSON

Middle School in Manhattan lost its after-
school program to budget cuts.

In contrast, the 17 trustees who set pol-
icy for the City Universily of New York
are unpaid and do net get chauffeured
cars or personai staff,

Neither do the Port Autherity's 12

e
el
s

-

Library spending for 653,594

students at twice current levels

otirs of teacher training.

10th-grade chemistry
textbooks

free E-ZPass for :unnels and bridges.

“Frankly, I just don't sce the need for
these kinds of niceties and perks. No
other board that T know of gets those
kinds of extras,” said Assemblyman
Steven Sanders (D-Manhattan), chaie-
man of the Education Committee.

Sanders is on a fask force studying
aiternatives to the Board of Ed. The group
is expected to make recommendations
next month tc Assembly Speaker Sheldon
Silver (D-Manhattan). The Legislatuzre
has final word on any change.

While Sanders said he doubted there
would be a consensus to eliminate the

board, he said any reconfigured board’

should be stripped of its personal staff,
stipends and chauffeured cars.
“Those kinds of perks seem fo get in
the way of education,” Sanders said.
Sitver is widely thought to faver an
expanded board — an idea pushed by the

naming the additional members, The
mayor now appoints. two members, and
the borough presidents pick the other five.

An expanded but perk-free board
would give the mayor more control but
preserve 8 pipeline for public involve-
ment, said United Federation of Teachers
President Randl Weingarten, another
member of Sitver's task force.

“What should be changed is the perks.
Get rid of them. They don't need staff and
cars and stipends,” she said.

Bul other panelists said a larger
board — even without perks — would
be a disaster

“A seven-member board drains time,
money and energy away from the real
task of school reform,” said Kathryn
Wylde, president of the New York City
Partnership, a business advocacy organi-
zation, and a member of Silver's commit-
tee. “An ll-member board would be even

commigsioners, , though they dp, get a ¢ify's teachers union: - withthe -mayor- ~ worse.” i
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