jr;n: 9 :_ED

m::w §

...m

Pw:&ﬁm _ _

B FEBRUARY 25, 2001

minded

or high-
handed?
Jerry Cammarata,
a city commissioner
and Staten Island
Board of Ed rep,
stirs strong feelings

u.ﬁ__..m supporters
and detractors

By REGINALD PATRICK
ADVARCE CITY mall DURTAU

Jerry Cammarata is the
anly city commissioner Witk
his very own website — www.
cammarataeom. IU's a place
where New Yorkers can get
n_u clase and personal with &

liy wearing two hats — ai

Staten Esland representa-

te the Board of Eduea-

tlon and commissioner of
Wui.v services.

To some the site would

nwnBum another exiravagant
fight of egotism for a man
who opce declared without
me that his ultimate goal
life was to become famous
# But Cammarata sees the In-
as a logical extension
his work as commissioner
| the Department of Youth
d Community Development
PYCD) and the Board of Ed-
acation. Amang the offerings:
Several pictures of you-know-
ho, a biography, several ar-
les and excerpls fram a
ook on paremthood Cam-
a&.n_.u penned vears back.
As perhaps nothing else, the
%»& address issymbulic of the
rily differeni wayvs Cam-
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Jerry mowmes.

marate is viewed in e vouth services aml educao.
limiral Cormmnamitios,

To some, the 54-year-old Siaten kslander is @ dedi-
caled. if semewhe flamboyant, public servant, work-
myt long howrs to make sure the youth of Lhis city gel
the services they need. To others. Cammarata is seen
ax little more than a self-promoter who has been able
wi parksy snguestioning Ioyvalty to City Hall into twao
relatively high-profile posts he can use as stepping
itones Lo betler things lo come. As commissioner he
arns $133.000-a-year: he makes $15.000 as a Board ol
Iducation mersber,

“He's political and mos: of his decisions are made
with poditical consequense the sumber one consider-
atmn.” saikl P Talaszek of the United Federation of
leachers (UFT). “He's been able Lo secure various
appointed positions through his time in the sysiem
e operates is o completely political framework.”

i bivisioe nan?

Meatw Mic, Bembers of the Staten Isiasg Commu-
aily School Board - the panet an which Cammaraia
serverd before he was appointed to the central Board
A Emication — complain that Cammarata, for al! his
nulbtie vigibility, has been the invisible man & far as
i + concerned, never attending a single hoard
niecting in the past six years.

worenver, they charge. Cammarata never commu-
nicates with members directly, forcing them Lo ob.
vatn mlorntion through other sources ranging from
school principwts to Borough Hall. Cammarata coun:
tec than he need nol physically be present at school
hoard meetings to know what's going on simce he gel:
wrillen reports e the sessions.

I'v alse insiste that his office makes swre board
neibers pacenl:. aned others with an interest m the
tiore svsiem routinely gel whatever informa-
don ey seeli trom his office. “Il there’s anything
iy hoard member needs from my office. iU's avad
Al to them,” Cammerata said “There's hoon
ek gemied them.”

)

Tietwigs President Guy Y. Molimari. the man whe
wened Cammarata o the central Board, agreed witl,
hi appointec. saving it is not essential that Camma-
soia e present at local board meetings.

“He doesn’t have 1o be there,” Molinari explained.
Tuuts nov o important as doing his job Amd (he
mat does extraordipery work for Uss sehaool distric!
and b my oftiee, e knows the issues here very
well And he has & eloge relationship with Suaten Is-
land Senools superintendent Chrisly Cugini

B board members sax the monthly meetings —
which draw parents educators and others evening
al e Petrides educational comples. i Susoysile —
are the perteet fornm for a ceptral Board member {o
gel o hapds-or Teei for what's happening in [he dis
wict. Chairman Eleanor Contorti said the sessiom
i L weo eduentional lsees of the month ~ s
ramging lrom enrrienla Lo transportation services,
(iprlated reports of various beard committees are
ibmo prosested aned discussed

‘Mivimsd miaraction wikh parente

“lerry Cammarata necds to hear directly froim ae:
and wo need 1o hear direetly from him.” said hoard
member Gene Prisco. ehairman of the euwrriculum
commiltes “Right now he has litte o no intert aciog
with the educalional community here. For example.
lw- mteraction with parents and parents” groups hes
been marginal or minimal.

“In thiz area his tenure has been wanling. I'm nol
sngeesting that at some other level he hasn't met hic
ddgation, For examph. il woulda't he right Lo s
he hasn't been active in pushing tor more schools tor
Salen Island. But his relationship with the educa-
tional community here has heen woeful.”

Other members of the central Board, ineluding oul-
going presidest William Thompson and Queens rep-
resemative Terri Thomson. agree with Prisco. saving
physically sitting down with local board members is
o gonl way of staying in touch with local educalionat
sshus.

“Willian. Thompson regulady gels leedback [rom
commenity «chool board meetings.” said Gail Horo-
wity an aide. "He also regukarly sits down with su-
perintendent:.  Leslic Esters, a spokesperson (ot
Tarri Thomson. #ke Queens representativa. said
Thomson routinedy atlends school board mecting. in
L dlistric.

A lermer longlime Staten lsland representative tu
{e cemtral Board and fowr-term presidem of that
body. James F. Regan. recognized the importance of
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Jerry Cammarata lefl @ congratufaled Ly Borough President Guy V. Moknari after he was
named the nev: city Commesona of vouth sevices

going: 10 local board moestiags He siso rowtines vix
ited schiosl- om! kepl o close relationshie with (b
perem-leachers grows.

Loea beard nmber: here say thal several vears
hack Cammarata opted to cui them oft from direcl
communication with his office — & charge ke Haly
dettes = when they woukl Bot agree 1o go troagh -
fhaison Cammarata had derignated. Said one mem-
ber: “We didn't teel we should have to throngh amy li
aison Lo reack him We dida't see why we conlde’s
just comtael s sifice directly whes necessary.”

Prisco said: “We only sec wm @ oflician e
Jie o ribbon cutlimg for o new school. My only gues-
tion is how can he readly know whal's going on in edu-
cation here il he's not i costact Witk the kes plavers.
He necas 1o gei the thsaghts. lesting: sad opsmen. of
constiluent grosps (o understand whal s going on.”

Another hoard member. who spoke on condivior af
anonymily. said: “Though he came from the sehon:
hoard. he treats us @ o high-handed taslion. e cw
off anv commumcation more than live vears ago.”

Cerplaintz from the FTA

Anne Marie Comist, president & m Staten s
land Federation ol PTAs, hes also compiamed tha
Cammarats does nol make himsel! available 1o her
group.

When wiz. Caminits aceused Cammarai of 1igno
ing Lhe group’s meelisg ack B Y Camemaral
fired ®¢ o Lesty letten. blastmg her for irmg to nse
him as « “scapegoal” tor her lrusirations over ;
school transportation issue.

Cammarata (latly accused her of being “selfish
amnd narrov mimsled T Me. Camisdt ssid s wa
shaeked b the letter.

“It was & harvible lefter.” she =aid. One loca’ schoo!
hoard source said Cammaratz is not “the kind of per-
s0n vou wanl o eross You've gor to wall caretulls

Cammarata. who holds & doctorate & seech pa-
thology. describes el @ a dedicated educasor
whao is pow in a perieci position e join iwe related
programs -- vouth services and sducation,

e was appointed o tie centrai hoard b aupas
1995 hy: Molineri. Riayvor Rudodph ¥ Gishios whaose
sdmindstration folds its tome at the end o 1 vear.
named Cammarata to head up the Departmen: oi
Youth and Community Development (DY CD: in June
of lasl vear.

“T have the ability to see the total scope of edweat -
child." Cammarala sebl. “This it seamless,
jointed. We can see v ag a whole, Tt is vitally

importemw that schools know Wrey mwst make om
reach {0 the community.”

ong dave, hard work, no complalnts

In wearing two hats. Cammarata says he v working
12 hours a day.

Wik ar the DYCD he s in constant phone comaci
widl the Board of Fducalion and ends up spending
several days physically at the Board’s dowstovs
Praokivi offices for meetimgs. The commssioner
alse ha: a third job working with city Budget Divece-
tor Adam Barsky reviewing proposals lor charler
schools

“I'm working harder and more diligently than evei
hetore,” Cammarata said. "And il an abrobic de-
lighi. ! comdn’t sk, of a better place to b on bhehsd
of L "

The mem mission &t DYCD ha: been pwitmg in
place o pertormeemee-based format for the awarding
ol youth service eontracis — a project begun under
Cammaraln’s \wo predecessars, Martm Osterreich
andl Vistel Mitchell.

Umder she new forme, commumily-hased group
must be able Lo objectively show they are cflectively
delivering services. “We've got o justifv the dallare
we're spending.” said Cammarata oi e B million
ageney. “ladividnal groups masi be able W sbay ey
pertorni — e vakidaae e work Usere deing. B
don’t wani a situation where somebody sov: Tev ve
ao. o gond program bui can’i say why "

White both Cite Hall and Borougl Hall deseribe
Cammararo’s work as top draw — Molinar calls
Cammarato o gifted. bright amd hardworkisg “prob-
lem-solver.” amd Gimlioni prases the |skmders “vast
cemperience as an educator” — some in the voulh
services community say they've been underwhelmed
by Cammarata’s lenure, charging that the izknde
war islalied i the post @ “pavefl(” for carrvimg
watel from e ssirsinsstration as o central Board
member.

}ah ¢ payoft or promotion?

One official ol a citywide vomh group. speaking ov
cendit i of smonymity. said: “Fverybady knaw: (hal
Jerry Cmmmaerata has ne expertise in this area The
job wa: o pavofl.” The official added that “voutl
services is being eviscerated under the Giuliant
migiseration

Meanwhile. Michelle Yanche of the Neighborhoud
Famdly Service: Coalibion desrribed Camnarata as
o varctaker pul ln chasge simply o preside over i
broad stralegy e cut youlh services. “The only ex-
ceplion ta this is #he Beacon program.” she said

Gail Nayowitz of the Citizens
dren said Cammaralta is “not trr
u nev: vision for youth servic
things the way the mayor does.

Eileen Connell of the Educatic
walchdog group, said Cammura
a member of the central Bosi
coulsl he counted on to vote the A
and who was not known lor orig
seen as iniliating much.” suid ¢
dodug even less. even tongh
tion.”

She pointed to the fact thut
Board's liaigon 10 the Big Mive -
of the state’s live largest cities.

“He could be doing more to d
lional strategy for this state.”
participates  He shows wp. Bl
Island member to the hoard si
tive, He's just not pro-active env

But Motinari deseribed his ap;
dervish of a Board member. "l
Molinari said. “1 get faxes fron
times # day. We gel o whole lol
him. He works late in trying o
1’s wonderful (o see someone v
challenge of such a system.’
heading up DYCD is periect (or
“vou can't separate voulh servie
ol the schools, They're interrelat

“And Jerry Cammarata 15 all
as Police Commissioner Bernar
ing the Police Depariment,” Mol

Glutiani said Cammarata “ha
iyt owr children ... hix experienc
effort to protect and nurture ous
dition, his knowledge ol New
brant communities will allow hi
allocaies resonrees Lo erapowe!
1o achiove shel-sufficiency.”

/. hisiory of siunts

In his carlier years Ciange
nown for o seties ol simnls b
sngimg on smbways buses aml
donut-eatmg contests In 1497 1
for eating 21 doputs i seven mn

He was also entered inte 1l
World Reeord: for having the
Lelephone books - a total of 0
had small parts in “The Godi
known movie “Happiness ol Lifc

Onee during a singing marath
1972 — he sang 880 songs in 46
flatly told a reporier his maw
Comc amous.

Alomg the way Cammarata b
ather milestones. He authoreao &
— “The Fun Book of Father!
tarned mto o 1982 lelevision w
1973 he became the first male 1o
granted a four-year paternify
Board of sducalion,

“1 guess the word for Jerry i
one vouth serviee provides Ul
growad.’

Right nov:. as the Gialians
down. Cammarata is apparent|
had his run-ine with botls hiv o
Ginliem.

I Decomber 1898, Nolnari 11
Board appsiates for beiny sl
funding was parcelerd ont oy 1
making sure this borough gol it
Al the time Molimari also blasie:

The borough president (asite:
commmunicaing e horowsh’
Roard of Education planners,

Ginliani took Cammarali @
1995 when the central Board m
getting his signuds crossed — v
comider Ssifoll County cdecal
tor schools chancellor, replaci
Domenech was not Giuliani’s
that abundantly clear during
marats smd Molinari ai Gracic !

Though sources saw Gislisn
w0l ael — jm o laler vole Camir
down on Domenech —- Cammart
of the (iracie Mansion meeling
“elarify” hi¢ (Canumarata’s) thin



