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Rudy sat with Judi, with Guy in -

belween, =

Last night’s home apener for the
Staten Island Yankees at the Rich-
mond County Bank Ballpark at Si.

George was a Who's Who of polili- -

caj and public figures.

‘In one luxury suite, you had the

mayor, his “good friend,” the bor-
augh:president and his daughfer,
Intheistands, you were liable to
run:injo-any,of three men running
for:borough president, s mayoral
hapeful,:any of another dozen or so
clected officials — or even a Cy
Young Award winner.
‘Former:New York Yankees and
ts-pitching star Dwighl Gooden
raisedithe ;2000 New York-Penn
League .champienship banner, and

stuck:around to sign a few aulo- -

graphs before the game began.
Meanwhile, suite 13, just to.the
leftof home plate, was the slomp-
ing:
Pagtty Agithe innings “wore on,
Mayor.-Hudolph Giuliani, Borough
President Guy. V., Molinari and the
mayor's.close friend, Judi Nathan,

sal-sipping Diet Pepsi and bottled

water; They stood for the seventh-
inningstretch”and “sang ‘along {o
“Take M To the Ballgame.”

Ta see the evolution of
{ime.was in our wild-

ily..'" AR
olinari’s®*daughter, former
itep, tSusan Molinari, sat next to

the ‘mayer;-taking in {he view of,

the Manhattan skyline. -~

“Next“{o elosing the garbage
dump, this is the second greatest
achievement ion Siaten . Island,”
Ms. Molinari said,

The.-borough president’s right-
hand man and a candidate lo fil}
his office this fail, Depuly Bor-
nugh *President James Molinaro
valled-last night a boon for Staten
Istand, « 28 0

“We've been discovered,” said
Molinaro, noting that hundreds of
people got off the nearby Stalen

Island:Yankees won, 3-
1, "over theiHudson Valley Rene-
zades, the Borough Hall tcam was
~hallenged to a-baseball. conlest
hyitheierew from City Hall On
Juj hey'li face-off at the St.

rounds #forithe : Republican

] n'exciting day for us,”’
Molinari‘said. moments before the

bulous r_ea]-
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;.}udi Nathan and Mayor Giuiiahi walk along the St. George

Staten Island Transit platform on the way to the game,

George stadivm,

Twe men hoping next year
they'll be managing the Borough
Hall team mingled in the crowd.
Councilman Jerome X. O'Donovan
(D-Nerth Shore) and Assembly-
man Robert Straniere (R-Soulh
Shore) weren'd going to miss out
on the night-when, as O'Donovan
put i, the park “was off and run-

‘ning.

"Play Bail!" he said.

“It cost an awful lot of money,
but I think Stalen Island realizes
what it has here,” O'Donovan
added.

Straniere, bashing in the shade
of the third-base line, szaid the
park and its views are enough to
coax anyone from other borcughs

1o take the ferry across the pond,

“I'm looking forward to nexi

“season, when.J'm berough presi-
.dent, to work out with the team,”

Straniere said,

- Siraniere wasn't the only one
who wants o turn in his pinstriped
suils for pinsiripes of a different
kind.

“I'd trade jobs with them any-
time,” said Councilman James
CGddo (R-Mid-Istand}, who walked

~around carrying a baf in prepara-

tion for Thursday, when he will in-

troduce a bili to eliminate alumi-
num bats from youth and high .

school baseball and softhall
games. "My carcer ended when ]
discovered the curve ball,
couldn’t hit them.”

Noticeably distanl from the
GOP parade was Rep. Vito Fos-
sella, who taught his sons, Dylan

.and Griffin, the rules of the game
- with wife Mary Pat as they all sat

in the stands,
“I wish I was on that cruise

- ship,” said the congressiman as a.
© Juxury liner sailed by the ball-
park. “Really, I think this is great
the way families are getting to--
gether and with a litile luck and -

good pitching, the Yankees will
win.” i

- Also spénding the night with the

- family was Sen. Charles Schumer

{D-N.Y.}, there with his daughter,
Jessica, who landed a summer job
with the New York Yankees.

“There’s nol a belter view in
any Dballpark to look up at,”
Schumer said. “Maybe some night,
if the wind is right, someone will
hit a home run that lands in Man-
hattan.” Yankees first baseman
Aaren Rifkin's fourth inning home
run didn’t quite make if.

Not on a ballot this year, but
greeting people as if Le were still
a candidate, former Councilman
Fred Cerullo was overwhelmed by
the numbers who turned out Jast
night to ckeer on the home team.

“It's hard net to bump into 10,
(00 of your closest friends,” said
the president and CEQ of the
Grand Central Partnership and a
part-time actor who had a minor

‘role a few weeks ago on the ABC

soap opera “One Life to Live”
“People think I am still running
for something and I am not.”

Mayoral hopeful Michaet
Bloomberg is running this year,
and he was sitting right behind
home plate for most of the game.
Stale Sen. Vincent Gentile (D-East
Shore/Brooklyn) was also around,
hanging oul in the Demoeratic
luxury suile.

It wasn't only poiiticians and

-former politicians who were oul

last night. Taking in the pame
drinking beer and cating hot dogs
were countless public figures, in-
cluding judges, lawyers, doctors,
business owners and civie leaders,
Assistani Chief Anthony J. Marra,
ihe borough's police eommander,
ook in the game with his family
from the firsi-base line. Henry
Stern, the city Parks commis-
sioner, was- walking around the
upper level,

“This is gorgeous,” said Curtis
Sliwa, founder and president of
the Guardian Angels and a radio
talk-show personalily. “For years,
all Staten Island was known for
was the dump and this gives peo-

r openers, it's see and be seen
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Hank Steinbrenner, son of the
Yankees Boss, was on hand.
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" Sen. Charles Schumer comes
to the game with his daughter.
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Guy Molinari, left, laughs as Mayor Rudy Giuliani gives him a
kiss during a press conference at the Richmond County Bank

Ball Park.

pie a reason to come to Staten Is-
land, It's aboul Llime this first-
class burough gels something first
class from the city.”

Waliing on line at one of the
concession stands was Staten Is-
land’s representalive to the city
Board of Education, Jerry Cam-
marata.

“This is an absolutely incredible
experience,” he said. “It realdy
demonstraies all the enthusiasm
ial  Staten Island has. This
breathlaking view of the stadiam
really lifts the sowl. They should
just let people come here and
meditate because it is 2 greal
place to{ift the soul.” -

Also spoited rubbing shoulders
were Judges lLouls Sangiorgio,
Thornas Aliolta, Michael Brennan,
and Philip Straniere. Also from
lhe courts was Supreme Court
Deputy Chief Clerk Bob Olivari
and Ron Cerrachio, ehief clerk of
Surrogate  Courl. Businessmen
Dave Villamarin and Gary Angiull
were there — Gary with wife An-
nelte, who happens to be Judge
Sangicrgio's daughter. Also entre.
preneurs Richard and Lois Nie-
oira. Richard, who admits he pre-
fers cabaret and the theater over

hol dogs and baseball, spent the
evening telling wife Lois the game
was oniy seven Innings. “That’s
when you were playing Litile
League," a nearby baseball [(an
told him.

Community board leaders like
Lou Caravone, Joe Carroll and
George Capulo were on hand. Ad-
vance General Manager Caroline
Diamond Harrison fook in the
game with husband Tim and chil-
dren Alice and Timmy, $taten Is-
land Hospilal's associale chiel of
medicine, Dr. Ted Strange was
there, as was Public-Agmirisira-

“tor Gary Goilin. They sal near

West  Brighton attorney John
D’Amate and wife Theresa,

Consolidated Idison VP Mari-
lyn Caselli was on hand, as was
Gladys Schweiger, director of the
Island’s Alzheimer’s Association.

One of the men responsible for
lifting the souls of the 6,854 fans in
the stands was Michae! . Man-
zulli, who runs the bank for which
the ballpark is named.

“1¢ brings the whole community
together, people fram all walks of
life,” said Manzulli, chief execu-
tive officer of Richmond County
Financial Corp.



