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THE ISLAND

Board of Ed eliminates funding for proposed intermediate school

H Budget shortfall
postpones
construction of
947-seat school
slated for New
Springville

By JODI LEE REIFER
AGVANCE ETAFF WRITER

Last-minute negotlations failled
to save a planned Staten Island in-
termediate schoal from becoming
a budget shortfail casualty.

Al a contentious meeting in
Brooklyn, the seven-member
Board of Education narrowly
agreed to amend its construction
plan, with members from the
Bronx, Manhattan, Brooklyn and
Queens siding against the mayor's

two appointees and Staten Island's
representative.

The majorilty approved a
scheme that pestpones o #47-seat
intermediale zchool for New
Springville az well as 10 pew
sehools or additions around the
city, while preserving 21 new
buildings, most of them in Gueens.

“Staten Island is getting hurt, as
it b5 always getting hort,” said
Jerry Cammarata, the borough's
representative to the board.

Because of severe cost undenes-
timates, the board s running a
%24 billion deficit, leaving only
half the nesded money for con-
struction and repairs jobs through
2004, Schools Chancellor Harold O.
Levy deafled the construction
plan amendment, using district
utilization rates as a2 yardstick for
need,

Cammarata argued that crite-
ria [ails to acknowledge Staten Is-

land’s geography and building
boom. “The Island is 50 big that
the cost to the Board of Education
to do transportation there is in-
credible,” ke said,

An umderutilized school on one
gide of the Island may be miles
apart from an overcrowded school
in another neighborhood “To
make an argument that Staten [s-
land is under capacity is a false
argument,” said Cammarata.

According to board figures, oaly
94 pereent of District 31's space is
utllized. The district takes in the
borough's public elementary and
infermediate schools. Whereas,
Queens has school districts at 122-
and 1L3-percent capacity rates,
board records show.

The proposed IS 43 would have
alleviated evercrowding at Mark-
ham Intermediate School in Gra-
niteville, where students (ake
¢lasses in shifts becagse the build-
ing has a lif-percent utilization
rate. [t would have also siphoned
away pupils from Lauarie Interme-

diate School in New Springville
operating at 112-percent capacity.

Robert Kofflert, PTA president
at Lawrie, said she was saddened
by the loss,

“There are classes in the audilo-
rium,” said Ms. Kofflert in a tele-
phone interview. “They deserve o
classroom with 2 chalkboard —
everything we had. These are such
important years.”

One of the zolulions Levy has
suggested is creating K-8 schools
where elementary sciools bave
extra space apd middle schools
have none. Howevwer, most of the
schools that feed into Markhkam
and Laurie are already well over
capacity

At vesterday's meeling, Lovy
said he shared some of Cammara-
ta's thoughts, but had to address
districts with the most exireme
avercrowding.

“The plan that we have before
us doesnt begin to meel the needs
{of the entire zvstem).” zaid Levy,
“What we're duing today is laking
our best shot at fairness.”

After the meeting the chancel-
for repeatedly said he tried to
keep politics oul of the discus-
sions, However, he conceded,
many players including Borough
President Guy V. Molinari, were
consulted during the negotiations.

“We had to get four votes” ad-
mitied Levy. “Between the cup to
the lips, boy, were there politics.”

Two significanl changes were
made to the construction plan be-
tween vesterday and Wednesday,
when it was first publicly pre-
sented to the board.

In the adopted plan, Manhsitan
will receive 315 million more than
initially thought to lease buildings
as schools. On Wednesday that
money kad been pegged for the
ereation of a permanent home for
the Frank Sinatra School for the
Aris in Queenz. Instead, Queens
will fund the performing arts high
school through ils portion of the
$150 million designated by the
City Council two years ago for
sehool construction.

The Broax also benefited from
the revised plan, which gave it
meney W repair a landmark ele-
mentary school,

According to the president of
the board, Ninfa Segarra, Slaten
Izland didnt have to be the loser. :
She put forward a plan that would
have shelved a Queens high schoal |
for a couple of years, while allow-
ing construction on Staten Istand |
to go farward, i

“The offer was credible, un- |
equivecally. 1E Terri [Thomson, |
the Queens member] had gone for -
it, T think we would have beep 7-0,” °
said Ms. Segarra. "The capital
plan has always been a political«
exercise. The plan at the end wag
not based on need. It was based on
getting the fourth vote.”

After the meeting Borough -
President Guy V. Melinari szid he
was awake past 11 Thursday night
and early yesterday morning. try- ,
ing to tiate to the inler-
“mﬁediat':iohm], whiﬁfw’;nuld have .
been the only new Staten Islapgd
sehool In the latest five-year capl:
tal eonstruction plan, other than:
P35 58, a 985-seal school under con- .
struction in New Springville.

“They can sugar-coat thiz all
they want, but the fact of the mat-
ter is, Staten [sland gol screwed,”
said Molinari.



