Voucher-groucher Crew

By MARLA ALVAREZ

Schools Chancellor Rudy
Crew blasted private-school
vechers i Milwaukee —
home of the nation’s e
elaimed  voucher  program
— where he spoke o sev-
eral  hundred  university
faculty members,

Cruw receivid o standing
| ovation for his ottack on
Milwaukeo's altermative od-
ueation program, which is
revered by Mayer Giuliani
and has ereated o huee rift
Between the two Rudys

Crew told his audicnce at
the annual African-Ameri-
enn in Education Confer-
o ot the University of
Viscunsin-Milwiuke:  this
“ab times, 1 wsmt
te g0 lo the map and cut
out Mibwankes,

“You're causing me pore
hell in Mew \ﬁ-rk," said
Crew, who threstened 1o
resipm carlier this year if
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slams Milwaukee

the muyor costinuel o
push for o private-school
verscher systoem, which wsaes
tuxpayer dollars for private
ur religgious sehyool tuilion

1 feel badly about what
huppencd here in Alibeau-
kee.” sd Crew, who ealied
vouchiers =i priny fir rool
investmoent.”

More than 8,000 Kids in
Mibwankee attend private
schonls At Locpayers g
pense. Crew erfticiocd the
program g seeving unly
cme tenth of the student
populntion in the Wisoun-
sin city.

“The chancellar's uasch
Wik Very  anpinisnal,

Auid DuWavne Brovks, o
vonfErenee orpanizer.
“There wasd overwholming
support for Dr. Crew, Not
vverybody i Milwauker
supports vouchers,”

Back i the Big Apple,
vimcher supporfera roaved
about the Milwoukee pro-
T,

“Evervone knows the Mil-
witther progmam i & suce
vk, il Beeod o EBd
memher Jerry Commarseta,
“Anyoae whio rejeets veascli-
vTs iA 0 cowtied and jE vt
willing to hive cumpetition
and innovation in educ
FHin

Anthony Cedess. =enienr ad-

viser o the mayar, saud the
Milwaukee program is =
terrific imnovation.

“The muyor is very chsw

that  le wants o pilie
voucher  program  in o
school  digict  heeme

there is o dermand for it in
the city,” =<aid Colbes.

Vowcher critics in New
Yook claim the state consti-
tution prohibits the use o
tpoyer didlors o weli
nss o pravate schiool edu-
cuitioni

JNEW) YORKPOS@

Amency s ploest combinuously pubvished faily newspsEper

Rudy Crew, Boo Hoo Hoo

vouchers: Rudy Crew hates "em.
The city schools chancellor, speaking
Thursday at the University of Wiseon-
sin-Milwaukee, unloaded on vouchers —
which pay private-school tuition for 8,000
poor kids in Milwaukee.

“I oftentimes want to go to the map and
cut out Milwaukee,” Crew said. *You are
causing me pure hell in New York.”

Would that it were 20, The educrats are
so well-entrenched in New York that
vouchers aren’t a remote sibility here
= at least until long after their utility bas
been proved everywhere else.

But the need for alternatives to the sta-
tus quo — and to Crew himsell — i3 get-
ting more glaringly obvious by the day,

On Wednesday, the state Education De-
partment informed New York City that 45
percent of its public-school ninth-graders
riihl now can’t pass a test needed for hig|:|-
school graduation. On the same day, the
schools chancellor actually gave himself a
B-plus job-performance rating.

Crew has been on the job E:-r four years
now — and for all the sarly promise, poth-
in realii—. has changed in New York City's
public schools.

There are bright spots in the system —
and not just a few elementary schools in
umh neighborhoods and the elite high
schools — but they were there long before
Crew arrived.

More important, there 18 no discernible
evidence that the rest of the system is any
mora capable of producing young men and
women equipped to participate fully in an
information-age cconomy than it was be-
fore he got here.

The system is, if anything, less capable
than it was.

As if the point necded to be made again,
on Wednesday Albany announced that 45

Herl."s another reason to love school

Een:em of the kids taking a state Regents
nglish exam failed to pass it.

And even that number is misleading: The
Education Department sot the passing bar
at 55 percent in an effort to ease into the
new test, If it had heen 65 percent — the
real and honest cut-off point — six out of 10
kids taking it would have flunked.

There is no reference point here — it's the
first time that the test has been required —
and thus there is no way to measure “pro-
gress.” But all the other benchmarks —
standardized tests, dropout rates and so.
forth — demongtrate there has been no sca-
demic progress under Crew.

The chancellor snd his fellow educrats
blame the stagnation on lack of money — in
Milwaukee, for example, Crew termed
vouchers “a proxy for real investment.”

In fact, the city schools have experienced
messive spending increases during the
chancellor's tenure.

Al in all, state aid to the city's schools is
up mare than 51.2 hillion over the past four
years — from 53.3 billien te $4.5 billion.
That's an increase of some 36 percent, which
is three times the rate of inflation — and if
Crew can't make do with this, he ought te
hang ‘tm up for that reason alone.

There i, moreover, every indication that
the Board of Ed is going to get another cash
bath in the next state budget.

There is, however, no reasonable expecta-
tion of improved classroom performance —
and for this, Crew must be held sccountable.

Mot that anybody knows where the chan-
cellor actually is at any given moment, If
he's not on the West Coast, leoking for an-
other job, he's in Milwaukee — criticizing
proposed - alternatives to the failed status
quo.

He can’t put up, so why doesn’t he shut up?



