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Dr. Crew’s Most Outspoken Critic on the School Board

By ABBY GOODNOUGH

The Board of Education grew frusirai-
ed with Chancellor Rudy Crew in the
months leading up to his recent suster,
but most of the seven members were {oo
diplomatic — or shrewd - 10 chastise
him publicly.

‘The most abwicus exception was Jerry
Cammaratg, the Staten Island represent-
ative. A speech pathologist, social con-
servative and one-time wedding singer,
Mr, Camimarata unabashedly deplored
Dr. Crew's ambivalence about staying on
the job and complained for months that
the chancelior had stopped communlcat-
ing with all but a few favorite hoard
members,

“The chancellor never learned Lo be a
New Yorker in dolng business,” Mr.
Cammarata proclaimed after (he board
voted 4 to 3 on Thursday (o oust Dr. Crevw.
“He didn’t ungderstand that every deci-
sion {8 based on budget and resources,
and those only come from the people who
control it

He meant Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani,
who was once a close ally of Dr. Crew hut
whom the chancellor came to loathe in
hig fourth and last year in the job. Mr.
Cammaraty, who holds Mr, Giuliani up
as the city's here and as his own philo-
sophical rale model, has consistently sid-
ed with Mr. Giuliani's appointees on the
board, .

Mr. Cammarata, who had a bit part in
Mr. Giuiiani's tivorite mavie, “Fhe God-
father,” promotes the mayor's agenda
with relish and with relatively few pollti-
cal repercuqsmnq for Mr. Giutiani, since
Mr, Cammarata has no officiat lmk to
City Hall, Mr. Giuliani’s crities would
have an easter time cennecting him to

the actions of his appointees, Deputy”

Mayor Ninfa Segarra and lrene Impelliz-
zerl,

The most notable example of Mr. Cam-
marata’s lgyalty lo Mr. Glullani came
shortly after he was appointed to the
board in 1995 by Guy Molinari, the Staten
isiand horough president. He had sided
with the majority when it voted 4 to 3 1o
appoint Daniel A. Domenech as the suc-
cessor 1o Chancelior Ramon Cortines.
Rut when the board met the next day to
ratily the vote, Mr, Camunarata changed
his vote, dooming the selection of Mr,
Domenech and paving the way for the
mayor’s choice, a Tacoma, Wash,, educa-
tor little known in New York named
Rudy Crew, Mr. Cammarata acknowl-
edged that day that a conversation with
the mayor had persuaded him io change
his mind,

“It was a day in which I had to search
my soul to learss how to do business,” Mr.
Cammarata said the other day, sitting in
his office at the Board of Education. ©1
had lost Tocus of the fact that each of us
had a respenstbility to think and act on
belalf of the city.”

A visitor could call his office littered.
Among the things he keeps nearby are
Coca-Cola paraphernalia, photos of him-
self with politicians, and a T-shirt, sway-
ing everhead an a hanger, that says, i
Survived the 1955 New York City Board
of Education Chancellor Scarch.” He
even has a madel of a human larynx. (He
was once listed in the Guinness Book of
World Records for singing the longest in
a bathbtub: 75 hours in the middie of
Washington Square,)

Mr. Cammarata’s critics dismiss him
as an attack dog, but few criticize him
publicly. One official at the Board of
1« ducauon who would uu: atlow
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Jerry Cammarata, in his office at the Board of IZducation. He has consistently sided with Mayor Rudoiph W. Giuliani's
appointees and, in recent months, pointedly and publicly attacked the performance of Chancellor Rudy Crew.

to be used, said that Dr. Crew’s relation-
ship with My, Cammarata had deterio-
rated after the chancettor fought with the
mayor over schodl vouchers last spring.
The official said Mr, Cammarata needied
the chancellor mercilessly in the months
that followed.

William C. Thompsen, the board presi-
dent and one of Dr. Crew's strongest
allies, said he admibred Mr. Cammarata's
frankness,

"I may disagree with Jerry on a lot of
things but I lke that he is direct and
honest,” Mr. Thompsen said, “In a job

To some, an attack
dog. To others, a
worthy adversary.

like this, it"s always refreshing to talk to
someone like him,"

Mr, Cammarata insisied this wecek
that his contempt fer Dy, Crew was
based sslely on the chancellor’s profes-
sional behavior in recent months. Bul hig
resentment seems at least partly person-
al, Mr. Cammarata repeatedly mentions
that Dr. Crew stopped talking (e him
mpnthe agd. And Mr. Molinari said Mr.
Cammarata had grown increasingly up-
set by what he congidered disrespectfut
hehavior frem Dr. Crow.

“He complained 10 me a meonth or so
ago that Rudy Crew bad stopped return-
ing his phone calis," Mr. Molinari said in
an interview. "AL ane event, Jerry of-
fered bis hasd to Rudy Crew and Rudy
Crew refused to shake it.”

Yer Mr. Cammarata wrote glowing
evaluations of Dr. Crew as recently as
last year, and pictures of the chancellor
are still scattemd dlound his omce One

duwn a job Mr Mnlmm Li’ound tor hun in

in a preminent spol next to Mr. Camumar-.
ata’s computer, shows Dr. Crew and Mr.
Cammarata with their arms  shung
around ecach: other.

“That was a very meaningfui day that
we had,” Mr. Cammarata said wistfully,
adding that he had no plans to remove
the picture.

Mr., Cammarata, the son of a bulcher,
was working as a speech pathologist and
asudiologist when a friend who was a
school principal persuaded him to ¢ un for
his local school beard in 1989.

He spent six years on Lhe school board
in District 3], ene of the city's most
conservative districts, hefore Mr. Moli-
nari appointed him to the central board,
During his second school hoard race in
1993, Mr. Cammarata  campaigned
against the Children of the Rainbow cur-
riculum, which taught {olerance for ho-
mosexuamy Backed by the Christan
Coalition, he won more votes in that
clection than any school board candidate
in the city, he said.

Mr. Cammarata sald he was 1h(. most
cengervatlve member of the Board of
Education on social issues; for example,
he favors prayer in schonl. Rul hie has
mostly kept his positions to himself, he
said, because he thinks the board should
focus right now on improving academic
standards.

Tnstead, Mr. Cammarata expresses his
views on social issues through articles he
writes for academic journals and news-
papers. He says he reads and clips doz-
ens of newspaper articles daily, then
runiinates over them and develops his
own ideas about education policy,

*“This guy sends me at least twg or
three faxes a day,”’ Mr. Molinari said.
“He drives me crazy, but he is very good
on visionary things.”

Mr, Cammarala clearly wants to keep
thinking nonstop about education issues,
Mr. Molinari said, because he turned

the Giwliani administration earlier this
year. I was kind of stunned,” said Mr.
Molinari, who refused to disclose the
nature of the job, ““He could have used
the maney, but 1 guess there are more
important things in Jerry's life than
money.'’

When Mr., Cammarata thinks oul loud,
listeners sometimes cateh a glimpse of
his eccentric side,

"'A magazine has asked me to do a
futuristic article ahout what we will be
Hke in 2050, he said excitedly in the
interview, ““And 1 told them we probably
new will literally be able to inject infor-
mation. There are going to be certain
chips, liguid chips, that we will e able 10
implant inte sorhebody’s bhrain that will
help them engage in concepts and infor-
mation."

He produced a record called “Plant
Serenade: A Collection of Tonal Experi-
ences for Your Lawn, Yegetable Garden
and Exotic Plants,” which he says heips
plants grow faster. Visitors to Mr. Cam-
marata's personal site on the World Wide
Web can learn how to perforin the Heim-
lich maneuver.

In one of the darker moments from his
past, Mr, Cammarata was egjected from
a junior high school in 1993 during vote-
eounting for the local school board elec-
Lion after police discovered he was car-
rying a 38-caliber pistol, Even though he
was licensed to carry the gun, state law
prohibits guns on schosi premises whiie
votes are being counted,

Although chancelior searches are noto-
vious for being grueling and tense, Mr.
Cammarata said he was looking forward
1o the task of finding Dr. Crew's succes-
sor. He spoke of the coming search in
grand terms.

“There is nothing sad abour this, he-
caitse it's the opportunity to open up the
system Lo the future changes that need to
ageeur,” he said. “That, to me, will be
absolutely exhilarating.’ .




