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THE ISLAND

Public school a
at Mt. Loretto

opens

B Schools will be
renting the single
annex as a stop-

- gap measure fo

. alleviate

. overcrowding

By CRAIG SCHNEIDER

AGVANCE STAFF WRITER

. Two months after having its
population of orphans, iroubled
vouth and developmentuily dis-
abled clients relocaied, the Mis-
sion of the [mmacuiate Virgin.
Mount Loretto, will open one of its
buildings tomorrew as a public
sehool annex

Yesterday, as school officials
toured the building — the former
3t. Alovsius school — that will
gase overcrowding in two South
Shore public schools. they dis-
cussed the possibility of more edu-
cational venrures taking place
there.

“This could be 2 model of the
future,” said Board of Education
President Carol Gresser of the

znnex that witl combine the third
grades of 5 1. Tartenville. and P$
3, Pleasan: Plains. ~And it shows
that the parents of this ciy are
working together for the sake of
our hildren.”

derry Cammarata, the Staten
{sland representative on the
Board of Eduecation, said, “In
terms of cocperative efforts be-
tween the public and private see-
tor. [ can't think of one in New
York City that worked out as
eloquently as this.”

Mount Loretto, which is home
10 a gymnasium that once was the
targest on Staten Isiand, couid
provige additionai school space
without the high cosis associated
with new construction. ke said. He
suggested a panel be formed of
community leaders. education ex-
perts and Mount Lorette officials
to discuss the idea.

Stephen Rynn. egecutive direc-
wor of Mouni Loretto, expressed
htpe that the schoois and commu-
nity could make greater use of the
sprawiling Pleasant Plains site
owned by the Catholic Archdic-
cese of New Yeork

Citing the av ity of some
of the facility’s builéings. gym and

nnex

ballfields. he said, "What we need
i§ & partnership with the commu-
nity Lo use these.”

South Shore City Councilman
Vite Fossella commented, “This
slace could ke a grand slam for
the communiry.”

For now, the schscls will be
renting the single annex as a stop-
gap measure 0 alleviate over-
crowding, entering into a 10-vear
lease that pays the facility
3136500 a year for the first five
vears and $152.25¢ for the five
vears thereafter. The Board of
HEducation ziso will reimburse
Mount Loretto S570.000 for the
renovation.

The opening of the new annex
for PS ¢ and PS 3 cffers all the
aspects of a community-driven
SECCBSS SLory.

Pushing the idea was Dennis
DellAngelo, president of 2 iocal
ciyie group.

I took one iook at this buiiding
and said it's got to work." said
DellAngelo. whe went on to do
needed architectural work for
free.

The Board of Education liked
the idea but said it would rake two
vears (0 renovate the building,
which had housed residents of the
home. Meunt Loretto instead
hired its own contractor and ac-
complished the work in seven
weeks, in time for the opening of
school OMmorrow,

The dorms-to-ciassrooms pre-
ject inciuded knocking down
many inier:or wails 10 provide
more gpen space. When students
siep inside tomorrow they will see
1dows, 2 new fire alarm
stenl. new bathroems. and a
zew blackiopped playground.

“It's amazing what has been
aceomplished here.” szid Depury

Borough President James
Moimaro.

Yesterdavy workers were still
painting and putting the final

sguches on the 150-seat schoot as
teachers unpacked boeks from
their otd schoels. Six classes from

Third grade teacher Anita Altrman hangs her class calendar in

PS 3 annex on the grounds of Mount Loretto.

-
PS 1 and five classes from PS 3
will occupy the building,

“its ltke moving. I'm a little
apprehensive, but I think it wiil be
OK.” said PS 3 teacher Margaret
Scotto.

Several parents and students
were oR hand vesierday i help
set up classrooms.

“This will be great. The classes

are g and airv.” sald Karen
Keily of Pleasant Plains, whose
daughter. Kerrv, will e attend-
ing. Her husband. Gary, was in-
stalling a few shelves in the back
of the ¢lassreom.
When Mount Loretto lost fund-
g {rom the Child Welfare Ad-
ministration in June, and its vouth
popuiation was transterred into
the state's jurisdiction, the facility
lost the reputation it had gained
as & home for wroubled vouth.

But some parents siill sppose
sending their children 1o & school
iocated on the same grounds as
the South Richmend High Schoeol,
4 special education faeility.
Mourt Lurecto officials stress that
the high schoel is abowt a mile
awayv from the annex.

But Karen Bava, who visited
the school vesterday. still had res-
grvations about havihg enrolled
her daughter. Larziee.
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