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Letting the Cat -
Out ofthe Apron

NY

1992

Latost targels in (ke "Rainbow™
wars:

® “Dor't Dress Your Cat in an
Apron,” & poem. (Teaches disrespeet
for parental autharity,)

® A song ahoul recycling, sung to
the tune of “He's Got the Whole
World in His Hands," {Offensive see-
ularization of a traditional Christian
song.)

* Anysuggestion that a school isa
family. (Only a family is a family.)

These itenss, all part of the belea-
guered “'Children of the
lainbow™ first-grade cur-
riculum, are on a new, im-
proved hit list being circu-
lated by opponents of
Schoals Chancellor Jo-
seph Fernandes,

A marvelous thing, this
“Rainhow"” curriculum, It
started out as 460-cdd
pages on how to Leach kids

1o be lolerant, By now il Gail -
has become a luberatery L
demonsiration of how to Eg!_lms

erack the gorgeous mosa-
ic.

“The Hispanics don't want it,”
said Tris Pabon, a Laling member of
Community School Board 19 in East
New York, “Bul the black people,
they always try to do whatever they
think is good. We don'i even have a
chance to see the book.”

Oh yeah. We have heard this carol
ali over Lown in recent weeks, A won-
derful touch for the holiday senson,

districl in the eity, ’
" e allow 10s 1o seep indo our

literalure, we may one day regretit,”

hewarned.

carymarata s part of an exlremel
vocal segment of Lthe New York popu-

Tabion that believes tho pay commie-

nity has inliltrated Fernandez of-

Tice, nngd 18 using Che b bow

curriculum to tburn theeily’s children

Inlo homopsexuais,

"1 lruly do beliove the homesexual

connNibity wishes L0 Dave IMore pro-

— Ieration,” he suid. ', . |
Therels probubly a surge
ol _effort_among the gay .
communily, which works
lor ﬂsutlnndg: i very
very high places, to try to
instifl their lifestvles on

_Lhe studenis,”
“hig wold never have
happened if the Berlin
T Wall was still standing,
peaple. Never has a city
_been more in need of a few
© Communists Lo worry
ahaut,

It is a long way from cat. poems and
recyeling songs to homosexual con-
spiracies. To make the conneclion,
you have to be very suspicious, and
very vigilant, ’

The reeyeling song is on Cammara.
e R
s hit list, for mnslance, becauge the

Tirat stanza changes “He's gol the

whaie world in s hands, tg " We ve
ol ihe whole world in gur handa™ -

"Tor you and me, iU's Innocous,

The stupid yuppies want if, The bossy Dl when you're donlng with & 18-
Oiacks want it. Fernandezand the La-_grade mmﬁ and you chanpe hie 1o we

tinos want il. And of course, the en-
Lire mosaic s happy to join {ogether
and turn on the gays for wanting it.

Tonight, Community Board 19 —
whose students come frem some of
the poorest, most violent neighbor-
heods in the city — is scheduled to
hold a public meeting on the changea
its superintendent has preposed for
the “Rainbow" curriculum.

They include all the deletions ligt-
ed above, plus every reforence fo ho-
mosexuality, lesbian /gay families,
and the dreaded word:
“lifestyles.”

Levander Lilly, the su-
perintendent in ques-
{ion, was completely and
tolaily unavailable for comment.

This same hit list has cropped up
all over Lown. I was approved, in
diluted ferm, by the school board in

< .
~SALL Sdliarnis saic,
I'he

Rainbow Deal?
Page 89

thal ean be very disturbing ton -

1.” Cammnrata sa

(=¥

"Rainbow” opponenis found
another troublesome message in a
poem by Dan Greenburg:

Dan’t dress your cat in an apron
Just cause he's learning to bake.
Don’t pul your horse in a night-
fgown . .
Just cause he can’t stay awake . | .
A person-should wear what he
wants lo
And ot just what other foths say.
A person should do
what she likes to.
© A person’s a person
that uxy.

o M'Well now, ' says
Cammarata. Yot soe. thal soun(is‘
H0CUOMS, JIL WASH You lake A ohild

and inpose situalions of dress, of

gender, al such anearly age, vou toke

Staten Island. Opponents of Lhe

“Rainbow" agenda are mailing it 1o
schooi board members in Bay Ridge-
Bensonhurst.

That district settled the “Rain-
bow™ issue once already, hy adopting
the popular Fifth Grade Compro-
mise. (No mention of tolerating ho-
mosexuals unti! Grade 5.) Now, sup-
port for the curriculum is wavering,
and a new proposal to ban it entirely
is on this week's agenda.

YI¥'s escolated from a feeling Lhat
six was too young to be lesrning who

away from thal which is being laught
in the schoal™ T
1zht, - N

The new list of proposed deletions
also includes “Rapumnzel’s Hevenge:
Fairy Tales for Feminigls.”

This book iz included in the bib-
liograply for the "Rainbow™ teach- -
er's guide. 1t's out of print. The puh.
lisher is in Ireland. Nobody,
including the school boards, ean find
a copy. :

“We've expunged it until we can
see i, soys Cammarala. j

sleeps with who,” said Marilyn Birn-
baum, a 20-year veteran of the board,
“Now it's a whole thing aboul gen-
ders, the United States flag and all it
stands for." )

The escalation is being orchestrat-

Ld by Jerry Cammarata, a conseryas
ber_of the Sta Islan

Live memb

school board, who _faxed the list of

_suggesied deielions te every school

TTaat’s one of the arguments
we've madel” cried a spokesman for
Fernandez {iriumphantly, *'All these
books [in the bibliography] are not
necessarify available.”

This is what we've come down to in
New York public education. The cen-
tral board recommends books that
don't exist, and the local districts go
to the trouble of banning them,
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- 'NOT ME." Chancellor Joseph Fernandez’ book has stirred up storm.
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By Nick Chiles In the book on page 242, Fernandes © -}
STARF WRITER . said his adversarial relutionship with ;°,
/- Call it the phantom quote. the board drove him to make “remarky | © §

Last week, Schoals Chancellor Joseph
Fernander adamantly denied ever call
ing Board of Education member Ninfa
Segarra a “politica prostilate’ — even
though his own aulobiography said he
had. Fernandez and his publisher prom-
ised that the reference, of whose origing
they claimed ignonorance, had been re-
moved from the final version
of the book.

Now, the final version s
ouk and the quole is stitl there
~— excepl now it's not attrib-

- uted to anyone. Segarra, of
the Bronx, enlied the editing
sleight of hand “a cownrd's
way oul.”

“I'think it’s worse than be-
fore,"” snid Segarra, who con-
tended her mother was upset

by the reference. “At least
when he was saying he said it,
it gave somebody responsibil-
ity for such an extraordinary
comment. Now it’s not accountable to
anyone. It is extraordinary for some-
body, especialiy a woman, to be called
suich a horrible term. For a public official
to be called that is beyond civility,”

The book, published by Little, Brown
and Co., is called “Tales Out of School:

- doseph Fernandoez’s Crusade to Rescue
American Education™ and is due in
stores in January.

Scgorre, who wrote to the publisher
last week seeking a relraction and apoi-
ogy, said yesterday that she’s now con-

sidering contacting an attorney.
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File Thota
Ninfa Segarra
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that. [ had never felt the urge to make.” +

The next sentence in the uncorrected | ; ¢
review copy reads: “At one point, [ealled  + 3
Segarra, who happens to be a very! !i
bright young lady and a diligent G :"
somewhat everzealous) advocate, a ‘po-
litical prestitute’ because of her turn- |
around on the condom issue,” i

The sentence basbeen changed inthe i 3

“It cerlainly was not the chancellor™ -
whosgid it, Vlaste said. “Hedoes notuse -
lnnguage like that, even when he's an- : |
gry. That's not his style,” L

Vlasto said the correction was made ; 7
long before last week's news conference, : §j
where Fernandez apologized if his -¢
“blunt” Jangunge offended anyone. -

Fernandez is scheduled to meet on !
Thuraday with Segarra und board mem-
bers Carol Gresser of Queens and Mi- : !
chael Petrides of Staten Island to receive
their evaluation of his three-year (enura

and discuss his future in New York,
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final version to read: “At one |
point, Segarra, who happens |
1o be avery bright young lady -
and a diligent (il somewhat
overzenious) advocale, was
called a ‘political prostitute’ . | ;
because of her lurn-around -
on the condom igsue."

James Vlasto, spokesman
for Fernandez, suggested yes- s |
terday that “probably” a5
third party cailed Segarra the
unflatiering name and “re- .
layed it” to the chancellor. Or |
perhaps Fernandez over- -
heard it.
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