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Board may ban acceptance of gay parents

Vote on curriculum expected next week

By LAURA DVANGELG
ADUVANCE STAFF WRITER
A section of a first-grade
curriculm thal urges teachers (o
promote acceptance of gay and
leshian parents is expected Lo be
banned by the Staten Island Com-
munity Schoot Board next week.
Last night at a discussion mee-
A0g In diglrict jieadquariers,

...... T

Tompkinsville,” hoard member

ey Canmarala said the board

should delele o confroversial sec-

Lo 6a Beard of Tiducalion guide

called "Clildren o The Ramhow.™

the section, "Fostering Posi-
tive Attitudes Toward Sexuality,”
asks teachers 1o be aware of vari-
ous family structures including
lesbian and gay ones, and to ac-
knowledge the "positive aspects
of each type of household.” The
guide also encourages teachers to
include references {¢ leshian and
gay people “in alt curricular ar-
cas.”
_Mt's not age-appropriate and
not pary ol aur_cullural base on
staten Tsland,™ said Cammmarala.
“Were STl nol relinguishing owr

responsibility. We will preach and”

leachTorerance.

The board agreed to vote on the
resolution at ils mecting last
night.

The guide was first inspected in
March by the hoard’s curriculum
tommitlee, which Cammarata
chairs. Parents were ready o bai-
tle the Board of Educalion plan,
hul the war droms were hushed
after a closed-door meeling be-
tween Schools Superintendent

Chrisly Cugini and elementary |

scliool principals.

Cugini ¢aid classroom leachers
should not allude to families
headed by gay and leshian cou-
pes. Teachers whould rvefer any

ynestion aboat hoosexaalily to
guidance counselors, social work-
ors and parcats of the inquiring
child

Wayne Stetnman, an island gay
parent and founder of Center
Kids, an organization {or gay and
leshian parents, slammed the dis-
triet's policy.

“Tao deny the existence of non-
traditional families only hurls the
ehild that comes {rany such fam-
ilies and further promotes
homophobia,” he told the Ad
vanee.

Canmunarata previeusly sajid a
resolution would be redundant in
light of the superintendent's ac-
tion, But lasl night, Cammarata
said he had learned that a school
board reselution would make the
mandate legally hinding.

Also at the meeting, the board
decided to hegin a search for a
new superintendent to fiil a one-
year teem after Cugini's contract

expires in Jene 1941,

In olher business, hoxrd mem-
ber Denise Podre said the school
heard should “repudiate” Council-
man Jerome X, O'Lonovan for
comments he made relating to a
Board of KEducation proposal to
establisk & summer camp ai the
College of Staten Island’s Sunny-
side campus.

“The conmunents he made were
a personal aftack on our chil-
dren,” Mrs. Pedro said. “It’s an
affront to all children”

O'Donevan teld the Advance: V1
don’t want other low-income kids
coming here for special schools
and programs running free at
night.”

The Staten Island Branch of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People had
condemned fhe couwncilman's

QU

cominenls as “racist.” O Donovan
denied Uhe accusation, saying his
appisitiog Lo the camp is based on
his objection Lo segregating “low-
income studenls with similar
problems in one place,”

School board member Jeffray
d'Augusie accused Mrs. Podro of
harboring a political vendetta,
“What is your agenda for picking
this one? Last council election you
didn't support Jay O'Donovan,
You worked against him.”

Other school beard members
said Lhey wonld reserve judgment
untit they road O'Donovan's com-
ments and his subsequent ox-
planation.

in other business, board men:-
bers nominated incumbent offi-
cers on e hoard for a second
term. A vole will be {aken next
week.
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