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Cut crossing guards restored

But it means delay in new cop class

By AMANITA DUGA
ADVANCE STAFF WHITER

The eity has come up with the
cash to keep hundreds of school
crossing guards off unemploy-
ment lines and on duty at the
city's crosswalks,

But sofe kids mean a minor
blow 10 Maver David N. Dinkins
“Zafe Streets, Safe City" plan: The
city will have to postpone hiring
nearly 200 palice oificers for six
months.

The city budget had called for
the elimination of 457 guards. Sta-
ten Island would have lost 23
crossing guards, leaving just 71 to
cover the 102 designated school
crossings in the horowgh,

“We're thrilled that the cross.
ing guards are back,” said Com-
munity School Board Chair-
woman Olivia Brennan, “There
aren't any little streets {on Staten
Istand) anymore.”

“IU's important because of the
number 0l Nazardous COners we
hive on Staten Island,” said bog
muinbier Jorry Cammarats, -On

any given day, every corner is not
covered. Were always shorl

guards.”
puty Commissioner Joseph
Wuensch, of the Police Depart-

ment’s Office of Management and
Budget, said police have tenta-
tively planned to save the §28
million needed to keep the cross-
ing puards by postponing the hir-
ing of 179 police officers for six
moaths

The class that would have en-
tered the Police Academy in Jan-
vary now will not begin training
until June

Wuensch said police and may-
oral officials are =till attempting
to find an alternative source of
revenue, thereby allowing the po-
lice officers to start on time.

“We're in a growth mode,”
Wuensch said, noting that the de-
lay would simply mean a slowing
in the increase of the ranks of the
Police Department, not a de-
crease in the number of officers
citywide.

The compromise is the second
measore to salvage erossing
puard jubs, which would have sul-
fered a 50 percent cut — a lows of
more than $00 jobs cltywide —

under the mavors original bud-
get.

That cut was then reduced to 23
percent after the City Council and
mayor's office worked to find ex-
tra funding in the budget.

Finally, the Police Departraent
looked into its own books for a
source of revenue, and decided
Sept. 11 — the first day of school
— Lo delay the police class if no
other alternative can be found.

“Wo're in good shape,” said Li
Anthony Juliano, operations co-
ordinator for Patrol Borough Sta-
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ten Island.

Crossings are prioritized in “A"
and “B" categories. “A" catego-
ries are the top priority, based on
factors such as volume of traffie
and age of the children at the
schoal

If an “A" category crossing is
left vacant, the Police Depart-
ment fills it with a guard from a
“B" category, bot will put a police
officer in the slot if no guards are
available. “B” category crossings
will simply be left unstaffed if no
goard is available. There are 19
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A crossing guard helps children cross Tompkins Avenue ot 5t. Mary's Avenue in Rosebank,

“A" erossings in this borough; the
rest are “B" crossings.,

Cancellation of the layoffs actu-
ally means the city will have to
hire additional erossing guards,
Wuensch said. As positions be-
came vacant recently, the slots
were not filled.

Cammarata said the restora-
1on of the guards is only the [

) nexXt priori said,
should be to increase the number
uards assigned io sland by
ESIENALING DEW COTNErs as being
in need of guards,

Bush proposes nuke reduction

Invites Sovicts to join in scale-back of deadly weapons

By RITA BEAMISH
AESOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON — President

Hiesh wants the Soviets o join in
solioet fuged Plas wmeeddhe awnan

some of the biggest changes in
nuclesr history, Bush pledged ves.
terday o "take steps to make the
world o g daneormes ploee than

stored in Europe — as well as
those carried on ships and subma-

rines. including the Pentagon's
A Tramshswd eendse mie.

to eliminate all im_' -range hallis-
tic missiles with Gounitiple war-
heads, an wia where the Soviet
Unien has a large advantage.

Bush, however, would keep U5,
ship-borne mulliple warheads,
where the United States has the
edge.
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The president called on the So-
viels o respond to his plan with
“equally bold steps.”

He telephoned Soviel President
Mikhail Gorbachev and Russian
President Boris Yeltsin yesterday
morning to inform them of his

decision and also consulted yes-
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