Staten Island Aduance

Wednesday, June 5, 1991

Crossing guards block traffic to protest cuts

Parents join in action and warn of threat to children’s safety

By LAURA D'ANGELD
ADVAKIE STAFF WRITER

Worried parents and angry Staten {sland school
crissing guards blocked traffic for 20 minutes yes-
terday morning in front of P53 11 in Dengan Hills to
protest the elimmation of three out of the loor
guards at the school.

In Seprember. the cash-strapped city plans to lay
off 52 of the 103 crossing guards on Staen [sland.
Citywide, 950 of 2,000 may be let go due to budget
cuts

Mearjy 50 protesters walked among four intersec-
thons rear the Dongan Hills school: Buel Avenee and
Jeflerson Street, Garretson Avenue and Jefferson
Street, Cromwell Avenue and Jefferson Strest, and
Richmond Road and Cromwell Avenue

Some motorists sped by the protesters. Others
Hopped and read the signs carried by chanting

protesters: “Mayor Dinkins, will you have any chil-
dren dying to get to school in September?,” *Blood or
£ "You can’l put a priee tag on my child's life” and
“Safe Streets, Save Lives”

Parents say a cul in crossing guards will resalt in
dead chiidren, When all city guards were fired
between 1976 and 1978, eight children were struck
and killed by cars at unguarded school crossings.
Hundreds more were injured,

Il budget culs are realized, only the corner at
Cromwell Avenue and Jefferzonm Street will be
manned in September,

But the most hazardous corner is Garretson Ave-
nue and Jefferson Street, aceording to parents and
guards. Yesterday protesters hung a petition with 78
signatures from a stop sign at that intersection.

“Cars come 50 last that when they realize there'sa

stop sign. they can't even stop. They skid across the
street,” said Amy Magierski. president of the
school’s PTA and organizer of the rally.

“Ambulances speed through there, and we get all
the peaple going to work at Staten Island University
Hospital. The doctors are always in a hurry,” said
Maureen Crocco, 2 erossing guard at the corner.
Mrs. Croceo is also 122nd Precinct shop steward of
District 37, the guard's union.

Parents and educators complained that the bor-
ough's three police precincts, which oversee the
guards, eliminated corners without inpul from the
cammunity.

School board member Jerry Cammarata, who

_heads the beard’s transportation advisory commil-
Lee. charges Lhat police broke an oral agresement to
consult with parents before cuts were finalized. The
apie A% made quring a February commiltes
me:ﬁng with liaisons from the police precincls, he
.
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rke, Cammarata stated. "1l seems the educational

“COIMIMURILY 15 Being shunned from this vilal decision-

makin%apr:_rgess."
Eut Palice [nspector Williarn Wallace said he was
not aware of the agreement.

“There may have heen a misunderstanding. We
don’t shut out the community as far as making the
determination, because people involved fn the pro-
cess are officers involved in the community,

“Since the school crossing guards work for the
Police Department, it's in the realm of the Police
Department to make the decision,” he said

In designating corners as high and low priority,
police evaluated the rate of summaonses and acei-
dents at the corner, traific signs and the volume of
studenis,

“If traffic patterns or patterns of children leaving
the schools indicate we should adjust the priorities,
we will respond to that,” Wallace said.

The Police Department has notified schools which
corners will be cut. Crossing guards, however, have
not been told of layoffs.

Crossing guards with the most senjority on Staten
Island will be redeploved to high priority areas,
Wallace said.



