Ban them, they don’t work

By JERRY nmmnu

ODMORROW II1.I.. Bnard ol Education
I will revisit the city’s high sehool
HIV-AIDS curriculum, and it is my
hope that it will pass Chancellor Rudy
Crew's proposal to ban classroom condom
idemonstrations. [ am basing my vote on the

- dismal real-life results of condom promo-
2Hion programs in other big eity public
“gchool systems.

Consider what happened when students at
San Francisoo's Balboa High School were
given coupons exchangeabde for condoms a5
partofa city AIDS prevention progran: that
also provided them with ~graphic demou-
strutions” of proper condom use. Nod sur-
prizingly, stedent condom use increased dra-
matically, but so did student sexual activily,
Atthe end of (wo yeors, the ned result was a
disasirous one-fourth increase in the
school's pregnancy rale that was alinost cer-
tajnly accompanied by an incredse Ingu-
dent exposure to HIV infection and other
sexually ransmitted digeases.

Rise in pregnancies

Simllarcondom promation programs in
athercities have lrmnéed oot even worse. A SL
Paul program meant to reduce births among
lacal teens actually caused them o incrédse

froem 22 births per LO0D teens before the pro--

gram started Lo 28 births peer 1,000 allerward.
In Diallas, an inner city high school that dis-
pensed condoms ended up with an 11.2%
overall préqmancy rate that was 147 times
that in an otherwise identical school that
didn’t dispense comdoms.

What's more, there hasn't been a single
documented case — not one — o which
pramoting condom ose has actually re-
duced student pregnancies or sexually
transmitted diseases. Given this state of
the scientific record, the notion that
sehools can help curb the spread of AIDS
by giving studenls condoms or exposing
them to-classreom condom demonsirations
must be classified as wishful thinking.

Crew's right. Consldering haw badly con-
dom prometion has tumed oul in other
school syatems, let's not take the same gam-
ble here Let's keep condom demonstirations
put of classrooms and confine them to school
clinics and heaith resource rooms, whers
students can obtain advice aboit condom
use from eompetlent counselors in privacy.

1 realize this will come a5 2 huge disap-
pointment to condom manufacturers who
see classroom condom demonstrationsas a
marvelous way Lo expand the market for

their products. And I'm sure thair allies in
organizations like Planned Parenthood
and the Gay Men's Health Crists will try to
shrugoff the case histories I cited to dem-
onstrate that condom-based sex education
sepms to cause much more harm than good.
Facts are facts: ITanyone wanls (o argue
that promoting condom use by teenagers
makes sense, (here's 2 simple way lo settle
the issue. Let’s ask public health experts
from Columbia or N.Y.U. or another major
university 1o set up a controlled scientific
study to compare the real-iife resulis pro-
duced by high schogl programs thal pro-
maote condams with those produced by high
school programs that stress abstinence.
The mest revealing way Lo do this: Divide
the city's 100 so high schoals into two even-
Iy matched groups, promete condoms in
one group and abstinence in the other,
then compare their respective pregnancy
and sexually transmilted diseass rates v
orthree years later. A study of that magni-
tude would undoabtedly be expensive, so
the number of sehools studied would have
to be based on the amount of outside fund-

“ing avatiable to defray its costs.

s just an ided, bul wouldn't we be
betver off knowing what kind of sex
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Condoms in the clasSroom

Demonsu'anuns save lives

By ERICA ZURER

NTIL NOW, the New Yerk City
l l schools have bean leadeérs in pursu-
ing policies to combat the epidemis
of HIV among young people.

With a new mayer and a new chancellor,
that losdecship is ending, despite the fact
that every single day in our cily seven more
teanagers are infected with HIV.

Tomaorrow, the Board of Education, dom-
inated by its notorious "Gang of Four,” will
vote o approve a high scheel HIV/ ATDS
curriculum written by far-right activists
who were placed on the board's AIDS Ady|-
sory Council by representatives of Mayor
Giulian} and the borough p‘remdtnts of
Queens and Staten Island. -

Among the worst elements of this new eur-
riculum is an end to classroom condom dem-
onsirations, a change that witl leave city
teensgers in life-threatening ignorance,

1"mr a parent of two teanagers in the pub-
lie sehools, and I work with other parents
through the ATDS and Adolescents Net-
work of New Yorkto help our kids avoid
AIDS, We do our best o educate ourown
children about the risks, bul we know thal

educahn::;;.um‘ksbeﬂ not all parents can
instes 1151 or do do the same
debating it? Should teachers thing — and that our
Cammarata is the ; . efforts alnn-ea.nennr.
Board of Education’s - show kids how ensiugh

Biutes Lilini to use condoms? Atkechpils Mve
representatice : acrucial role to play
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tn transforming youth culture [rom one
that sustains the epidemic o one in which
the virus is stopped. [t is 2 formiduble task.
since glmost no teens with HIV show AIDS
symploms until they are well into their 20,
given the Ul-year average delay from infec-
lion fo iliness.

In 1563, a proposed A1DS curriculum was
drafted by professiona] staff and submitied
ta the AIDS Advisory Council — on which 1
sit in lonely dissent — for review. Led by
Bill Andrews, an antli-gey crusader, this
group teok tvo years W rewrite the currley-
fum to Bt its ideology — an oulrsgeous de-
lay, given the desperate need for more in-
formation on AIDS in the classrooms.

When the equncil sugges!.ud last year

' adﬁipgcnmem such as "secondary virgie-

ity" to the seventh-ie-ninth-grade AIDS
eurriculum, then-§chools Chancellor Ra-
moa Cortines rejected them as unsound,
educationally and medically.

But now Chancellor Rudy Crew, who has
not met with public health officlals or ex-
perts in AIDS education, has accepted the
recommendations of the advisory counsil
lock, stock and barrel

Condoms equal protection

1t is unthinkable that New York wonld
end classroom condom demonstrations.
Public health educators have been con-
ducting these demonstrations since 1987,
even before the rrnzrm o make condems
available o public school teenagers was
launched in 1991,

Every U.5. surgeon peneral since C, Ev-

- erett Koop has counseled that condoms,
- properly used, are the best prevention

against HIV for those who chooze to engage
in intercourse — and 805 of city students
do by age 18,

Of course, we should encourage young
people o delay intercourse, but those who
don't are entitled to acquire the skills
needed (o minimize their risk of HIV, other
sexually transmitled diseases and preg-
nancy. Parents who don't want their chil-
dren to participate in prevention classes
hawve the right to remoeve them — an option
fewer than 1% of parénts invoke.

We parents are not stupld. We know that
this attempt to muzzle teachers from teach-
ing properly about AIDS is not an educa-
tional decksion but a political one. And we
will not forget that Giuliani aligned him-
self with the Pat Robertson erowd when
the lives of our children were on the line,

Zurer is o parent organizer with the AIDS
ond Adolescents Network of New York.



